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1 E. Chief: Matter de in 
the following Papers appears to 
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deration, to be the Truth of God, 


Importance to the Souls of Men; and 
moſt neceſſary to be laid before al 


Sinners, for awakening them, and warn 
ing chem to flee frem the*wrath to come; 
and before a! good Chriftrans for their 
| farisf&@jon and encouragement; and 
WH. 5 exciting them to their Duty: "fo. 


at, this Publication ſtands in need 
of no A pology. 1 have, indeed, been 


ben Heart, $ che beſt] 
mY a chmk ef 
for” he Elen 


God); and che great 
A 2 e 


me, after a long and deliberate conſi- 


plainly declared in his Word: and all 
who: agree with me in this, muſt alſo 
own, that it is Truth of the greateſt 
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Power to do, 
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eſt good of my Fellow- creatures. And 

8 could not better employ 

the few Teiſure-hours 1 might have, at 
a time when ſome neceſſary affairs took 

me off, for a While, from my Ordi- 
nary ſtatiorfof uſefulneſs, in the Church, *_ 
than by collecting into one view what F 
1 had delivered, on ſeveral Occaſions, | 
EF  ypqn.. this. important Argument: ag 
F  feveral of ths. molt attentive. and ju- 
E dicious Hearers haye expreſſed an car- . 
neſt deſire of having a more deliberate 
As to the Stile of theſe papers: the 
only thing I have ſtudied is, 10 4% af 


Plainneſs of ſpeech: and, if any where 


: 


I I hape riſen to a Warmth, or ſtrength, 
© _ - of expreſſion, it is rather. that I- have | 
3 been 2 on to it by the Subject itſelf, 4 
than that I have ſtudied- it Lam ſen- 
| Abe eher the delle in many placey, s 
| looſe; and full of words and xepeti- 
tions: but | this has often appe ared. 100 
me neceſſary, in ſpeaking to.the Pulk 
of mankind, and combating treue 
may, find many faults and, inequalities 
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Sr te * But 1 enn theſe Pipers | 
be read, rather with/ a ſerious Arten- 
tion to the Matter of them, than with 
4 Critical Atteſtion to the Stile. If 
in That any candid ard wAr-gipoſea 
3 T have fallen int att 


iſtake, eſpecially in my main Argu- 
ment; His friendly admonitions ſhall 
be thankfully received, and reſpectful- 
ly Anſwered; and 1 ſhall either ac- 
knowledge my miſtake, when diſco- 
vered to me, ,owning my Obligation 
to him for the diſcovery; or give the 
reaſons why I am not Convinced of 
any: provided He" ſets his Name to 
his performance, as I have done mine, 
that I may know what Degree of re- 
ſpect is due to his Character in the 
World. But, if any nameleſs and care- 
leſs Writer ſhall in the ſpirit of bit- 
terneſs, or contempt, diſcover ill- na- 
ture, by way of ſhewing Wit; bring 

a railing accuſation againſt me, inſtead 
of Argument; and impute to bad, or 
ſiniſtrous deſigns, what T know to be 
written with the moſt honeſt purpoſe; 
A 3 I believe 


moſt proper treatment 
to, ſuch, an Adverſary. Mean. time, 
J earneſtly. recommend theſe Papers 
to a ſerjaua, p | ls, 1 1 0 Bleſ- 
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| F ij Wel ſnares 11 the gl 
| Fulnel that ts. in fe * betrays finners, 8 
15 nd Harden cen in à Pieious 
Courſe, there, is none more dan- 
than their Pattering, thernſelves 


on ſecureh in ſin, in the hopes of 


£ 


many ſinners are caught, 


nne ALY! 
to their att eo Tui F. ew, if any, who haye 


c guide 1 | 
n abſclutty e ANT n As 


nate 


, 5 f 2 J 
nate vicious diſpoſition is inconſiſtent with 
the true happineſs of a reaſonable creature: 
there are none who are favgured with the 
light of the Goſpel, and have any regard to 
it, but may eaſily be ſenſible of the incon- 
ſiſtency of ſuch a diſpoſition with that hap- 
pineſs, of the Sther 5 ich is there 
broug K to lig ight. Scarce one, there- 
a who cofelles Chriſtianity, can be ſup- 
poſed ſo hardened in impiety as not to be 
apprehenſive that he is unſafe in a vicious 
coutfe ; that his pre/art ſtate is bad and dan - 
gerous; that he mult. be ruined. for ever, if 
he always continues in it : but wrong notions 
and preſumptuous hopes, of the mercy of 
God, vain apprehenſions of the eaſineſs of 
that repentance at 14% „ che hardneſs of hiek - 
makes him put it o now, concur With the 
ſinner's love of his vicious luſts and evil 
ways, = make him flatter himſelf. he, may 
£0 Ho | his life in that beloved indulgence, 
and ds himſelf eaſy in 5 bopes of re- 
| aing 5 all at laſt, by L 4. Hate te regrate and 
ortow for an ill- ſhe he life. 5 
| or are. th ey only = It in chi ſhare, 
85 deliberately put off their Kg ta 
the very aft, and 25 not ſo much 28  reſolue- 
to ſet fag it ein then z b but they alſo who, 
(though, they reſolve to begin their repentance. | 
more. 7 55 ſo as £0 live religiouſly and vir- 
rupufly | 12 hat. of their lives,, yet) put, 
"in 1 e to a mor * 


2 
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1. 
nient ſeq zn, #s they think, when they hope 
to be in a better fpofition; or more advan- 
tageous circumſtances, for it; till by con- 
m—_ delaying from one time to another, 
yielding more and more by degrees to 
Noth. and thus letting their averſion to re- 
pentanee, amd their love to fin, grow upon 
— they are thoophtleſly and inconſider- 
drawn' into the fnare of putting off 
. — repentance to the very Haft, though this 
was not their firſt intention. There is fome- 
ching vaſtly encroaching andenfharihg i in this 
humour of delay ing and putting off, when once 
it feizes-a man as to any ings" irfnfenſtbly 
gains ground by degrees; and what a man 
durft not adventure downright to neglect, . 
or refolve to let alone, he is. effectually 
drawn in to neglect by delaying it: as the 
faith, „Let 'a Mitle fl-ep, alittle 
umber, a little eee of the hands to 
a fegt b not dar to ſpeak it out even 
to himfelf at the ff „chat he will take 4 
preat deal; though in reality it comes to 
that, and he is drawn on by degrees to aban- 
don "himſelf to ablblute ſottiſhneſs and ſtu- 
ity ; fo the ſlothful and fecure finnerflat- 


tees himfelf he hall repent time enough, 


though he goes' on but a little longer in a 
courfe of vicious indulgence ; till by Jelaying 
and putting off from one time to another, 
che power and deceitfulneſs of ſin growing 
upon him, he is unawares and n growing 
_ B 2 drawn 


˖ 4 ] 
tar inc 0 the Gary Me potting off te to the 
Seeing then this i is 6 common and fo dan- 
ho a ſnare, ſuch, as men may be ſo eaſily 


into without . Fl. it; it is cer · 


times upon arguments of this nature. ee 
This too is uſeſul, not ra for 60 5 1 5 
h 


are in danger of being caught and 


this: ſnare, but alſo for ſuch ' have happily 


eſcaped. it. What a vaſt camfort muſt, the 
conſideration of this unſpeakable | panger give 


to thoſe who have al age entred TP 2 5 
made ſome good 


ous and virtuous 
progreis in it? who can, on good grounds, 


| reflect. upon. it, that their moſt important 


work is not yet to begin, but is happily ad- 


vancing ? how may they rejoice, in their | 


happy choice, and. bleſs 1b 1 274 who bath 


eiten them counſel ?: In tine, ſome things which 


may be. ſuggeſted. upon this argument ma 
be applied to ſhew, even to than, the n 
ſity of not reſting upon the BR of 


goodneſs, or any advances in it. they have 
yet attained to, but conſtantly endeavouring 
aſter further improvements; and n 


| forward to that perfection of holineſs, 


is the ſoundation of 1 happineſs 
2 


« 


FFT . 
Now td ſfew the unſpeakable folly and 
danger of going on in a finful courſe” in the 
hopes of retrieving All at laſt by a late or 
a death · bed repentance,” many ftrong and 
weighty confiderations have been well il- 
luſtratec and warmly enforced. by wiſe and 
good” men, by fiche chiniftets' of Chriſt: 
Tuch as OT uncertainty of any man's 
Raving time and opportnmĩty aſterwards for 
that repentance which he now delays and 
puts off; the uncertairity of a ſinner's being 
n. a better diſpoſition for repentance or find- 
dung it more eaſy afterwards 3 or rather, the 
certainty of his being in a worſe diſpoſition 
for it, and finding it more difficult, when 
his heart is further hardened by the deceisful. 
meſs that is in * fin, und the force of vicious: 
Habits further ſtrengthened” by indulgence ;. 
and God more provoked to withdraw and 
withhold his grace, by a long and frequent: 
refifting of his calls, and hardening the heart 
apainft his gracious invitations ; ſo that the 
longer a ſinner delays betaking himſelf to a 
better courſe, the more he is likely to defer: 
it, and there is no end of delaying 
And as the common and natural iſſue af 
2 ſinner's delaying his repentance is putting 
it off to the very fat to. ſhewy the yet great- 
er abſurdity and danger of this, ſuch further 
conſiderations as theſe have been urged with: 
great force of argument and warmth of ex- 
Poſtulation: that none-of us knows but our 
WEE te 8B g * * 


4 


b and the moſt piercing ſarrow, have too often 
and too plainly ſhe wn ? how peculiarly pry 
is it then o attain to true repentance, and 


4 


_elpecially. to carry it to any length of im- 


— 


ptovement, and to be ſure of it? ſo that, 


it in this: chat there is a preſent 
diſquiet of mind in a vicious 


and ſatisfactions in a courſe of piety and 


ever ſo ſure of ſaving his foul at laſt. 9006 


| [6] 

death may be ſudden, and, ſurpriſing, ot at- 
wi with ſuch circumſtances as to rob, us 
of all opportunity, or capacity, for that re- 
pentance which we put. off il then 8 that it 


is the greateſt madneſs to put off a thing of 


the greateſt importance, al. abſalute neceſ- 
ſity, to a few moments of Aire harry and 
donfuſion: hop gaſily then may a man im- 
poſe upon himſelf, by a falſe and unavailing 
repentance ;..a mere regret . for. an, ill-ſpent 


life, when under terrible apprehenſions, or 


FR 


far from being true repentance, as not being 
attended with any tboreugh change to the bet- 
ter ; as the after · lives of thoſe, who, in the 


pect of death, have felt very deep regret, 


* 


1 


even ſuppoling the. dying ſinner ſhould reap 
the beneht of it in the other world, it is 
ſcarce poſſihle he ſhould reap the comfort of 
courſe, which 
the ſinner can no way get rid of while he 
continues in it; as there are preſcnt pleaſures 


virtue, which a man irrecoverably loſes ſo 
long as he delays entering upon it, was he 
| uch 


- 


„ 
42 ch weighty, conſiderations as theſe have 
employed the diſcourſes and pens of 
. and writers upon religious 
5 ; who appear to me to have ſo much 
2 the e of theſe Fa x pots 
Ot none $a remains to be ſaid upon 
em: and, 3 excellent write ers, 
d ſcarce. Fave ke of publiſhing 
125 ing upon this ſubject, if Eangching 
any — all theſe; aonſideratio ions ha ngt oc- 
curred to my mind in the ſtudy of the Holy 
Scriptures, with an evidence I could not get 
over, and a force of conviction I could. not 
reſiſt; u. 1 potäbility, or, 0 
« at leaſt, al hope of retrieving the miſery 
0 2 an ill-ſpent life, and eſcaping the 
es of ſin in . world, by a late 
bas une repentance, is abſolutely ex- 
« « cluded by the nature and deſign of reli 
gion, and by the 1 of plaineff 
« .of the 9 n. 
7 Tony's .the e fant; « tha buy 
ute neceſſity of a to the 
'« « yineſs of heaven; without 0 reſerve or 
Six n, is there moſt; plainiy declared, 
& in the tro: terms; that this is not the 
< ſound of a ſingle text or two, but t 
„ ftrain and tenor af numbers of the plan- 
* eſt paſſages of Holy Writ ; and that there 
4 is no promiſe, nor inſtance, in the whole 
% word. of God, of that repentance: being 
« POE TIN laſt, or availing to 


m obtain 
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* btain che happineſs of the other . 
ce which comes e e . 
ct hour of Tife ; far ſefs, Wich is purpoſely 


Ackerer ien. 


This is a length, which I can cbletre nee 
of che beſt writers on this at; t do have 
1 many of them have fhewn a particu- 

. Tran = nay, choft Er thut bvse 6 
ntradicted it: and yet it is à length 
the word of God plafriy obliges me 


Hut, vaſite I git” wider We Uhuſtration 
of this argument, may 1 not ſtop a little to 
dewail che madueſs of finners in their vicious 
courſes; that, ff 2 allege but a bare 
potibiliz of of nul Eris in in vice, 

and yet being: ſaved 55 they will ven- 
ture their All this poſibi even 
eg it be N e bo ſo . 


be 1 Wh in h n weit — 70 
e Wes art "eye win, 
in miatters of 'infinitely Jeſs importance to 


bim chan che Concerns of Ins foul and eter- 


nity ?' And yet, fo it is; ſo we ſee it, in too 
inſtances; ſo far does meng love to their 


A vices infatuate chem, that they will 
thus trifle in matters of the laſt importance 


to them, and port them bogs withitheir | 
deceivings 3. 2 IF 22 flatter e. 


telves' with a * poffibility of . 


* 


J 


their vices. to the laſt, and thin fark their 
ſouls, upon this they Will venture! 

This, with other Nations e 
it appear of the greateſt importante to mne, 
that, if ; it can be done with truth and evi 
dence, even this poſũbility, wherein they 

2 ſhould be taken from them ; that the 
deſperate, obſtinate finger ſhquld be deprived 
of this only and moſt wretched refuge, upon 
which:be Js-ppt e ae in a vici⸗ 
ous cqurſe. l 36 zus 229455 3, 

But, when Lrepreſent it 5 athing impoſ⸗ 
ible, that a man ſhould go on in a vici - 
c ous courſe to the laſt, and them obtain the 

cc ſalvation of his ſoul, I am far from in- 
tending to limit the: almighty po wer of God, 
to whom, all things, are peſſible, Ponies do not 
involve a centradiction, i. g. which are any 
real objects of power 3 provided, too, they 
are not inconſiſtent with his moral charac- 
ter: but many things are in this ſenſe poſ- 
ſible, which are ſo contrary to all the welt- 
| known, order of nature, or ſtated coùrſe of 
providence, that hardly any man would fay 
concerning them, meetly on account of wit 

poſſibility, ſo. much as that & they may br; _ 
far leſs. that © they ever will be. One plain 
inſtance may ſuffice, at preſent, for vl 3 
this: it is equally poffible, equally-eaſy for 
the Divine Power, that the ſun ſhould rife 
to- morrow in the Weſt as in the Eaſt; and 
pet, the man would n very: ridiculous 


Who 
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who ſhould :fay, t it may be the Fun ſhalt 
<« riſe in che Welt no- md. Far leſs, 
if God, byrwhoſe pbwer alone a thing can 
be brought about, declares it ui neter be, 
is any man te entertain the thoaght that 7? 
maybe it ſhall come to paſs, merely becauſe 
it is*conceiveable and conſiſtent; a real ob- 
ject of power and, wich regard to the- 
Divine Power, poſſible: iſtthe God of truth, 
by whoſe per alone it is ſuppeſed a thin 

can be brought about, has declared & it ſha 

c notibe;” it may, to All Intent und Fur. 
poſes, be conſidered as a thingiimpoſſible that 


it ſhould ever happen 3 and no more is tliè 


leaſt ecpectation of it to be entertained than 
if the very notion of it, or che terms in 
which it is expreſſed, involved the plaineſt 


abſurdity and eontra daction. And that cus 


185 in realitys the caſe, with regard to . 42 
deiner going om in a vicious (courſe to 
c che laſt, and chen eſeaping future puniſn- 
* ment, by any repentanee he ean then 
1 make;” that the plain decifions) of God 
in his word fland agarnſt it, and declare it 
ail neuer be, tis the Purpoſe of =. er 
age to he. 

And though the Kennen riideribes: kind 
| ſtrongeſt proofs Lam to adduce, to this pur- 
pole, are taken from the plain and poſitive 
declarations: of Holy Scripture, particularly 
of the 'Go/pe!, by which life and immortality - 
. to * chere are not wants 
ing 


5 


11 

ing conſiderable; prooſs ta. the ſame — 
rawn from the nature} and neaſon of things? 
from the unalterable nature off God, with 
wha. — have. ſo du from the nature of 
man, an d the condition ĩn which he is placed 
in. this, world, from the steat deſign. oi reli. 
gion; and che nature ol trues of rational and 
virtuous, happineſs, Theſe; t men be - 

per to canſidex a little, in che firſt ꝓlece & as 
hey; may give ſome light tb the detlarationa 
of 86 iyture. concerning this-matter;, as well 
as. detive.. a, good, deal ftem them,. I ſhall 
re enter into the anquiry whether, and 
bow. far, a. future ſtata of happineſs may be 
72 4 ated: by the light. af nature: and res- 
e, without any aſfiſtaner from Di- 
Velation: butz upon the ſuppefition 
A 1790 a ſtate, it may bo: ſhæwo, With the 
greateſt, evidence of reaſon, that: not only 
beginnings,.. but conſiderable improvements 
10 ANT 1 to ſit us laber. 

nge And ak, M97 Hi 
rom the nature © God, an whoſe un- 
adi Nature and moral Character the 
aſonings, in; religion.” are: founded. 
Nat. on Y does our happineſs, intirely dap#nd- 
upon Him: this is. the; caſo,' even with re= 
ag to our 3 of whatever. 
ing 4 4/ im, the author) ob 
ay m__ of oll our, capacities, — 4 
< gra. us;richly.a/l things rg A 
of the creatures below 


* — 
6c of 


574 tamed? atidTaverſe from all- moral 
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5 of al things wilt upon Him, and He 
« giveth them theirifood in due Nasen; ; He 
«| operieth/ his hand and fillethi them with 
good. But o chief happineſs lies iu 
Him: in his favour and fellowſhip : now to 
maintain this, ayanformity-in' our” 
and apr wy to his moral cha- 
racter is 1 „Augen e 
Now it is bilrehle property 8 
Sable chat the 4s perfectly holy, ent 7 
tion and defilement: from 'wherice* we — 
certainly eomclude, that c eil cannot well 
«! with Him 3% that the wicked and impure 
can have*no*fe/Inufip| with Him; for He 
<hatethiall:the Workers of i iniquity: 2 with- 
al, He looks not only on the e ap- 
0 'pearance, us men ds, but mt into 


. as the heart? and t 3 egards not 


the ſpecious profits," and fiireſt "oiitward 
appearances, - where the htayt is nbt Tig - 
with him; and where it in, that will 
in the tenor of che life and conduct; 
% good man, out of the gobd freafure 5 
bis heart bringeth forth 860 thi 
What excellent' ſpecimens of fuch 
ings do the Holy Seriptureb ive ol irt 
and: ſtrong expreficns'? 1 „57 7. 
God is light, alid le bi wind els - 
ar aii Fus whole conduct is p. 1 . 
pura, and: e ee oo ty 
is intirely ramoved from ide ae 


7 8 


r hn” LE N a © wo #19" 3. » 


1 


by [13 $ 

thoſe works of darkneſs, which are naturally 
odious, and ſhun the light: and therefore, 
« jf we ſay that we have fellowſhip with 
« him, and walk in darkneſs,” we lie, and 


- « do not the truth: but if we walk-in the 


« light, as he is in the light, we have fel- 
“ lowſhip one with another.“ Some more 
of theſe ſcriptural reaſonings will occur af- 
terwards. But, from what has been e 
it plainly appears, from the unalterable moral 
character of God, that it is only fo far as 
we improve in goodneſs and moral excel- 
lency, that we can increaſe” in His favour, 
and advance to our true: happineſs: in ſel- 


nuſbip with him; and that, to be perfectly 
happy, we muſt be perfectly holy and good. 
2. 


Let us conſider, in the ſame view, the 
nature af man, and the condition in which 


he is placed in this world. His mind is en- 


dued with the nobleſt capacities, both for 


contemplation and for action; and the ſeeds 
of good affections, of benevolence and the 


love of goodneſs, are implanted in our frame: 
but theſe capacities = bo improved by care-: 
ful exercife, in order to their being put to 
their proper z/es, and our reaping the advan- 
tage of them and. the enjoyments for which. 
they qualify us. Theſe ſeeds of goodneſs. 
muſt be cheriſhed by diligent culture, in or- 
der to their arriving at that extent and im- 


provement in knowledge, in goodneſs, and 
divine love, which will iſſue in a compleet 


and 


my 


„ L 4 ] 
and confirmed ſtate of piety: and virtue, and 
of rational and virtuous happineſs: When 
firſt we receive the: happy tun and diſpoſi- 

tion, to. ſet about this culture and improve- | 
ment in good earneſt, we are then orered on 
the true wa to Happineſs: hut à great part 
of our work remains, to carry forward theſe = 
| n we cannot, certainly, 
e reckoned to haus finybed. this work when 
we have only begun it. Moreover, we are 
creatures. of a mixed frame: as we have 
ſpirits formed for the nobleſt purpoſes, ſo 
we haue bodies of earth liable to various 
frailties: in order to the ſupport of theſe 
bodies, and to ſuiĩt our preſent. condition in 

0 this world, we are endowed! with various: 
appetites and paſſions; which, in their re- 

gular ſtate, are not only uſeful but neceſſary 

to our preſent frame and ſituation; but are 
apt, without careful reſtraint and watchful 
culture, to grow extravagant and exceſſive : 
and we are ſurrounded with various objects, 
ſuited to theſe inferior appetitestand paſſions, 
which are apt to draw us off from thoſe 
ſpiritual: exerciſes and improvements that 
belong and contribute to the perfection and 
happineſs of our better purt it therefore be- 
comes à matter of great and long exercife, 
to regulate our inferior paſſions and appetites, 

and bring them into due order; to cultivate 

and improve the affections of divine Jove: 

and brotherly kindneſs; to. ſubdue tlie-fleſh, 


to 
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to the ſpirit, and bring our lower appetites 
into rH rr to our more exalted-affeRtions : 
this is a work, according to all the views 
reaſon and experience give us of it, not to 
be performed at once ; not without frequent 
efforts, and a conſtant ſtruggle: and this ĩs 
our exeroiſe here, in this ſtate of imper feclion; 
in order to our advancement to a ſtate of 
f erfaction and complete happineſs in à better 
world, where virtue ſhall be 2r:wnphant, and 
1 to all diſturbance or oppo- 
DHS 23 337 3 4 © 3 uy © 
3. If we further confider the nature of 
our true happineſs; we muſt be ſenſible, that 
it is of no ſuch importance to our happineſs - 
what place we are in, as what- /pr14t tue are 
; what enjoyments we are poſſeſſed of, and 
what temper we are in te reliſn them e of 
our minds are formed into the temper-of 
bliſs, and we enjoy the higheſt ſatisfactions 
our nature is capable of, we ſhall be happy 
ment ; but, if we are deſtitute of the teniper 
of bliſs, _ of place will ſignify nothing; 
for we can happy no where. Heaven, 
therefore, is not fo much a different place 
from that where we now are, as a different 
ate from the preſent ;- and it is by the tem- 
per of our minds we muſt make our ap- 
proaches to it. The perfection of any creaqa- 
ture is the foundation of its happrne/s';. and 
the utmaſt happineſs. 8 creature is capable 
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rational kingdom: for, not only are we 


cence towards thoſe of our own kind; but 
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of, is only to be obtained in the ſtate of its 
utmeſt perfection: and as the true perfection 
of ſuch creatures as we are, conſiſts in ratio- 


nal and virtuous improvements, it is only 


ſo far as we advance in theſe that we can 


enjoy our true happineſs; and, in all nature, 
the moſt perfect ſtate of any creature does 


not take place all at once, but ariſes from 


Jmall beginnings, by a gradual and beautiful 


 _ Progreſs, We are creatures formed not 


x 


barely for contemplation, but for action and 


Lis. on bon td 


employment; to be uſeful] to one another, 


and to find our perfection and happineſs, not 
only in the contemplation of the moſt 
glorious object of our thoughts, but in 


the proper exerciſe of our active powers. 
The Abilities our great Creator has furniſhed 


us with, the Affections he has implanted in 


our hearts, the Circumſtances in which he 
has placed us in His world, do plainly ſhew 


us formed by Him not to be ide, or meerly 
contemplatiue, but active and ſeful creatures; 


and thus to improve in a'truly amiable cha- 
racter, and a capacity for happineſs in the 


moſt perfect ſociety: a happineſs founded in 
a temper of intire good affection to the ge- 


neral welfare of the rational world; and 
of hearty devotion, and allegiance to the 
kind Father and univerſal Governor of the 
formed for the exerciſe of love and beneſi- 


for 


\ a 


eden, A. . 2 


Rs hy higheſt — and 
devotion to the perfect y wiſe and good Go- 
vernour of the world; a hearty affection to 
his government, by which the general hap- 
pineſs is ſecured; an intire ſubmiſſion to his 
orders, and reſignation to all his wiſe ap- 


pointments. This temper and conduct is 


the moſt proper exerciſe and improvement of 
our nobleſt powers; the true perfection of our 
nature; and the — of our higheſt 
happineſs, which muſt be founded in the 
diſpoſitĩion of our minds: this Temper. will 


. afford the 5 wn enjoyment. we can have 


in our preſent ſtate, ſo far as it prevails 3 


and, in its Perfection, is the foundation of 


the higheſt and moſt laſting joy: and we can 
only advance towards perfect bliſs, ſo far as 
we improve in this. To promote ſuch a 
Temper, and an anſwerable conduct, is the 
great purpoſe and Deſign of true and valu- 
able Religion; which, when received in its 
proper influence into the heart, has the moſt _ 
direct and powerful tehdency. this way. 

A'rue religion, as it preſents us with a juſt fo 


. objetof our molt delightful contemplation, 


eur -higheſt veneration and love, our moſt 
intire devotion and reſignation, in the i 
nitely glorious and bleſſed God; fo it great- 


 1y-flrengthens oll choſe diſpoſitions of good - 
een * — belong: to a-truly 


c | worth. 
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„ | 
worthy-and amiable character: this tt does 
by the influence of the moſt glorious and 
perfect Example; and the love of the per- 
fection of goodneſs and righteoufnefs, ani- 


mating us to imitate that great object of our 
love and adoration: by a regard and Reve- 


rence for” the greateſt and moſt awful pre- 
fence and obſervation: by the Authority of 
that great Latogiver, who is able to ſaus or tos 
deftroy: and, in fine, by a regard to the fa- 


vour and Approbation of the great and good 


Governour of the world; who, as he is he 
righteos Lord, loveth righteouſneſs. The great 
deſign of religion, therefore, is to make us 


15 good and uſeſul here, and thus train us up 


to Happineſs hereafter. oO 
To conclude this branch of the argument: 
all enjoyment, of any kind, neceſſarily ſup- 


poſes a taſte for that kind of enjoyment; nor 


can our ſatisfaction, in any entertainment, 


riſe higher than our reliſh for it is improved. 
Now, the true happineſs of ſuch creatures 
as We are is not to be found in the whole 
circle of outward things, nor in the higheſt 
gratifications of fenſe 3 but in ſuch rational 
and virtuous-enjoyments, as a meer- ſenſual 
man has no reliſh for; in which no man can 
have delight, but ſo far as he is impreved in 
tzue goodneſs and divine love, has ſubdued 


5 the feſh-to the ſpirit, and brought his ins- 
rior appetites in ſubjectioh to thoſe nobler diſ- 


2 1 tou nded 
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life, and a faithful firiving nn fin. Ar 


od ut the leaſt hint of 4 alternative, that the 
that neglect at laſt: and the threatnings of 
are made without any reſerve or exception, 


| particularly, without the exception of a 
man's * 


119 1 
founded in nature and reaſon, that Era is 
glory begun, and glry is grace panfu. 

But the proofs: of this great point drawm 
from the declarations of Holy Seripture are 
peculiarly ſtriking: and ſhould be of ſpecial 
force with thoſe who profeſs to believe thie 
Chriſtian Revelation, and to derive their chief 
comfort and hopes of future happineſs from 


| ny they are taken from theſe canfiderations: — 


1. From the conſideration of thel great 
Gefen of Chriſtianity, and of our: Bleſſed 
Saviour's coming into the pn and 3 
death. 

2. From the eee the bins of 
God gives us of the great buſineſs of1a Chrie 
ſtian, and his preparation for the-heavenly = 
bliſs, as a progreſſive work; 2 begun in 
his firſt converſion; and to be gradually 
carried on to it's proper improvement and. 

perfection, by the courſe of a holy and good 


anions which, ern 

3. The promiſes of future happineſs: are 
all along, throughout the tenor of Holy Seri 
pture, made to a holy and good life; with- 
perſon who has neglected it bitterly regrets 


future miſery againſt; the workers of iniquity, 


| 4. God 


= ear ro yy ts at laſts way an pi age ; 
2 . bir 
4 calls in time. „ Fs * 
5 There ew! me in this, . 
= Word of God which gives the leaſt counte- 
. nance or encouragement to the hopes of 
F _ khappinefs'igpon late or dem- dd ne 
Ace. Nor Mt mag 153 
_ 1:+69-Iythere anyone inftance-ir Holy Writ, 
of a-finner's|being: accepted of God, or ad- 
: —— ee eee eee | 
8 > ſuch a repentance. 
en. Thecontudt of our blefſed-Sa- 
adv? ard his Mpoſtles, in calling ſinners to 
24 xyepentarice, is: perfectly agreeable to, and a 
= = r r ie maintained. 
irt place, Gate mera: be the 
main deſign of the Goſpel, and of our bleſfed 
Baviours coming into the world, and his 
death, to recover and reclaim men from ſin 
und vice, aut bring them back to that con- 
3 formity to Gd in Holineſs and goodneſs,. in 
„ which (and in his- — their only true 
happineſs lies. In to'the-wietch- 
ed circumſtances of finful men, fallen from 
their true happineſs und become miſerable, 
having talien trum true goodoefs,” and. 


the Son 'of God came inte this world; 
_ nn an 


DP 


-become wicked and rebellious againſt God; 
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ſerable condition. e eee 
attentive and ſerious co ad ration, mat, in 
this wretched ſtate of human nature, our 
ſin and moral\depravity is, in its on na- 
ture and iufluence, the worſt part of our 
calamity; and cauſe of all the reſt j and it ĩs 
only ſo far as weé are deliveted from this, 
that we can be freed. frum thoſe evils which 
naturally attend it and follom up it; And 
_ therefore it mu be the chief deſign of 2 


4 


- 
* 


Saviour, wWbo would: effectuay deſwen: us 


from miſery, and bring us to tiue happineſs; 


in the firſt place to fave us from our vices, 
and bring us back to holineſs and goodneſs; 


and not merely to ſuch low and ſaint begin- 
nings of goodneſs, as can go but a yery little 
. inward enjoyment; but to ſuch improve»! 

ments in all piety and virtue, aa may be a 


natural progreſs towards a ſfate of perfection 
in holineſs, the foundation of perſect bliſs. 


Accordingly, when Chriſt ame into the 
world as the Saviout, and had that name. 
given to him by divine appointment, from 
what Salvation is it that He is: ſo called ? 
Matt: i. 21. Thou ſhalt call His name 
«+ Jeſus, for He ſhall ſave His people : From: 
<< their fins.” This is alfo declared by the 


for our redemption ; of that depth of igno- 
miny He ſubmitted to bear, and thoſe; bitter 


— 


% 


ſufferings: He! endured for our ſakes; in! 
 ”” N - "> Which, 
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EIS ai. 14. He gave kumielf for 
Li us, that he might redeem us from 4 ini- 
gui und might puri unte Himſelf a 


<5, peCakiar people, \wenlour--of good works.” 
and the final iſſue of this gracibdus deſign is 
thus Jefcribed; 55 v. eue « -Chrift 
_ «loved tie and gave Himſelf for 
itz chat He might and cleanſe it, 
with the — of, -watet by the word; 


« thathe mi 7 tit 0 Himſelf a glo- 


_ ©1rioas;church, hot hauing /t or wrinkle, 
dor any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be 
«. holy ans! without blemiſh.” e 

: For bringing About this great falvation ; 
and bis people to heir true happi- 
neſs, by the natural way to a prion gud 
neſs; among other offices:ou 


character of our great Maſter and In 

tor, our Leader and Commander ; andy as 

ſuch, He has delivered to us the moſt full. 

and (clear inſtructions, "concerning . theſe 

things that belong to the improvement and 
| perfection of our nature, our peace! and hap» 

5 5 One tneſe inſtructions our great Lord and 


Perlen out obſervation” of them 


8 is authority, and enforcing it by all the 


of love we are under to Him: nor is it 


left entirely upon our ingenuity, or grati- 


tude; whether we will obey them, or not; 
E the /arvs of are 
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[mn He is ſet forth TDI | 


er has delivered to us, as His com- 
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and Law iver,, they arcenforeed by the moſt 
5 angie th ; ths: an tatide Chet in 

echo tvs: Se ava Jilwalian 
to all them that obey: Him and the moſt en- 
couraging promiſes of atermal: je are made toi 


1 a, - 


. 


them Who, ya patiamt aminumm in wills = 


ce arte: 'feek for honour and iminor» 
. p? wy the D hp 
fearful and Ming Pun N a | 
nounced againſt all who: gb in theis' rife 
„ and will not, „ 
vine mercy; be. reclaimed... © 7 fo 
Agreeably - to all this, three .thi | 
by the tenor of the Goſpel, requiz of us, 
in order to our eternal ſalvation; which are 
2 
withal, are as anſwering; 
ferent purpoſen in that great affair, a9, if duly 
conſidered, might ſuffice: to ſhow,. that no 
one of ihem can ſupercede the necęſſity of 
the others. r. Faith-in Jeſus Chriſtʒ where 
by we receive Him as our Saviour 
and Lord: this: is required, in order to our 
obtaining a right and title to falvation ac 
conding — 4 tenor of the Goſpel-oovenant x 
whereby our renewed title to that happineſs, 
we had forfeited. by our ſin and ©: 
founded on the perfect rightcouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, anck Hisi" obedience - unto diath;; in 


_— TT a7, holineſs/and! = 
perfect vixtue: and in this perfect merit we 


rr 
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. Saviour and our Lord. This faith, alſo, is | 
_ - fundamentally neceſſary to our receiving His 
inſtruQtions, and obeying His commands. 
2:\Repentanice - not a meer Sorrow for fin ; / 
however deep and piercing: this is required, 
only as ſubſervient to that Amendment, in 
which ropentaice conſiſts: and never, 
throughout the whole 5 ori is repent- 
ande required of a dying ſinner, as the fruit 
less cloſe bf a bad ife; dür 2 of men 
in life, as the fruitful beginning of a holy 
and good life. 3. Heline/s of heart and life: 
not meer beginnings of goodneſs; but a con- 
4 ſtant progrels, =, 3 a patient continuance in 
1 meil-doinge nor is this required as an arbi - 
: trary condition of our obtaining future happi- 
WF. naſe; which, it might be thought: the ſu- 
pteme Lord and Judge might diſpenſe with 
at pleaſure; but as, in the nature of the thing, 
a neceſſary preparation for it; and therefore, 
by no means to be di penſed with. 80 that, 
of theſe three things, required by theGoſpel | 
to our eternal ſalvation; we may obſerve; 
that no an of them can ſupply the place of 
any of the others, or ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of the. reft;becauſe/it does not anſwer tlie 
© purpoſe, for which they ſerye, in order to our 
ſalvation. By faith in Chriſt: we obtain. a 
right to the heavenly inheritanee: but as an 
infant-heit, though be Ras a rige to Ae 
1 eſtate; is not to enter upon the poſſeſſion-of it, 
1 1 — WIE SG AS he is pre- 
f i ; ſumed 
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ſumed fit to uſe and enjoy it; fo; the the 
believer, though intitled to. the heavenly in- 
heritance, is not to come to the poſſeſſion of 


it, 'till the ſovereign ; and all-ſceing Diſpoſer 


of it ſees him meet to enter upon it; which 
he can only become by a patient continuance 
in well-doins and, as a holy life cannot 
ſupply the place of faith in Chriſt, to give us 


a right and title to the kingdom of heaven; 


no more can faith ſupply the place of a holy 
life, to make us meet and fit for it. True 


Faith in Chriſt regards His blood and righte- 


ouſnefs, as the attonement and propitiation 
for the /ins we for/ate : but to regard it, as 


procuring an indu gence for us to continue In 
ſin, would be the Tao horrid profanation ; 


a counting the blood of . the Covenant, whereby 


we are Jandlified, an FF thing! Re. 


pentance, tis plain, cannot ſupply the place 
of holineſs; becauſe the firſt beginnings of 


it are in order to our leading an holy life for 
the future; and are an entrance on that 


courſe of a patient continuance. in well-diing, 
which leads to glory, &c. Further; ; of theſe 
things required by the Goſpel, in order te 
our eternal Glvidion, holineſs is the end of 


all the reſt: and, therefore, not only are that 
repentance and faith bein, and of no avail | 


to. our ſalvation, which are not effectual 


principles of holineſs; but even ſuch true 
and ſincere repentance and faith, as are ef- 
fectual FR, 5 real beginnings of 
holi- 
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holineſs in the ſoul, are not ſufficient to 
render us immediately fit for the heavenly 
bliſs; till we make further improvements in 
Holineſs, by a courſe of obedience to -the 
commands of Chriſt. And, for this, I might 
appeal to the experience of ſincege Chriſ- 
tians, who are exerci/ed unto eodlinel, and in 
whoſe hearts are the ways F God ; who know 
and find, that a great deal remains to be 
done, for u ork#ing out their ſalvation; even 
after, by ſincere faith and repentance, the 
are happily entered upon the way to it. A 
great deal remains to be done, in mortifyin 
and ſubduing corrupt luſts and irregular 227 
ſions, more and more; in practiſing all the 
duties of piety and virtue, of devotion to 
God, and an uſeful life among men, the 
duties of their ſeveral 2 ay relations ; 
in-the regular government of all their appe- 
- Lites ; in reſiſting and overcoming all the 
trials and temptations they meet with in this 
| world: and all, in order to their improve - 
ment and advancement in every grace and 
virtue; that they may thus become meet for 
entering upon the enjoyments of a ſtate of 
perfection, and ft for the reward and crown 
of Him that overcomes. . 5 


* 4 » 


Von the whole, then, it is abundantly 
el, 
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evident, that the main deſign of the Go 
and of our bleſſed Savieur's coming into the 
word and his death, is to recover men from 
ſin and vice; and bring them back to that 
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conformity to God in holineſs and goodneſs, 
in which their true happineſs lies: this is the 
great leſſon we are taught, by the grace 
God, that ** hath appeared bringing ſalva- 
ce tion to us; that denying ungodlineſs and 
« worldly luſts, we ſhould ve. obo 
„ righteouſly and godly in this preſent worid, 
« looking for that bleſſed hope, &c.” Tit. 


ii. 11. 13. For this purpoſe, there are 


& given to us exceeding great and precious 
© promiſes, through the knowledge of him 
“ that hath called us to glory and virtue, 
cc that by theſe we might be partakers of a 
« Divine nature, having 15 ed the corrup- 
1 tion that is in the world through luſt,” 2 
Pet. i. 3. 4. And it is, withal, declared, 
that © the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
«- heaven, with His mighty angels, in 
« flaming fire, taking vengeance on 

ce that know not God, and that obey net the 
« Gzſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Theſſ: 
i. 7, 8. So that, the great deſign of Chriſt, 
and His Goſpel, is not meeriy to deliver ſin- 


ners from miſery, and bring them to happr> 


neſs at laſt ; by no means, to deliver them 
only from the pains of ſenſe, and bring them 
to a ſtate of ſenſual gratifications, or any en- 
Joyment conſiſtent with vice; but, to reftore 
true piety and virtue to a degenerate world,; 
to bring men back to the true perfection 


their nature; and not only to the firſt be- 
ginnings of moral excelleney, but to ſuch | 


D 2 improve 


1 

improvements as are neceſſary to their en- 
trance on a ſtate of pure bliſs. According- 
y; not only, is a holy and good diſpoſition 
of mind neceſſary to any beginnings of true 


q 1 ö happineſs; but, as the heavenly bliſs is 
3' 3233 founded in the perfection of holineſs, to fit 
Lil | 11 us for that not only the firft beginnings of 
» piety and neſs, but further improve- 


ments, by the courſe of a holy and good life, 
are, in the nature of the thing, neceſſary; 
and plainly declared to be ſo, throughout the 
fenor of the Goſpel. A holy life is not a 
taſt laid upon us here, to entitle us to a re- 
ward hereafter ; but, is a natural progreſs to 
our complete happineſs, . neceſſary to make 
us meet for it: and it can no more be a 
proper act of mergy in God to diſpenſe with 
it, than to diſpenſe with our happineſs ; for 
_ *tis only ſo far as'a man is improved in holi- 
naeſs, that he can either have complacency in 
JJ on. 
But, leſt it ſhould be thought, that, not- 
Withſtanding all that has been ſaid, ſuch im- 
provements in holineſs as to fit a man for the 
heavenly bliſs may be attained all at once, by 
fuch Divine aids as we are not forbid to ex- 
pect; and fo may poſſibly be attained by a fin- 
ner, even in his Ja moments let us conſider, 
; In the Second place; that the buſineſs of a 
1 Chriſtian, and his preparation for the hea- 
b venly ſtate, is, all along in Scripture, Tre: . 
BRin 


18 * 5 
1 his 
* $4 


„ * 
— » 2» 


* "DE 53 


fulneſs and exerciſe; whereby he 


8 1 
| his firſt converſion; 01 to be gradually car- 


| ried on, to its proper improvement and per- 
fection, by the courſe of a holy and good 


fe, and a faithful friving again/? iin. 


I might even obſerve here; © that out 

& ſtate in this life being a ſtate of trial and 
« exerciſe, in order to our future reward 
„ and triumph, ariſes not meerly from out 
te ſinful imperfections; but from the condi- 
« tion of human nature, in its original 
cc frame and conſtitution.” Even Adam, i in 
his firſt creation, though he was made inno- 


cent; yet was not ſo perſect and confirmed in 


. goodne 5, but that he ſtill ſtood in need of 


further improvement: he was created with 


a faculty to judge aright; and with.a power _ - 


to govern his appetites, which he could con- 
troul far more eaſily than we can do now: 
yet he was not immutably good; but might, 
without due care and watchfulneſs, be in» 
duced to do evil; as we ſee he was: | 
habltuated, confirmed ſtate of goodnefs was, 
even thin; to have been acquired by watch- 
might, in 
time, have become ſo ſtedfaſt, as not to 
prevailed upon, by apy temptation, to 
contrary to his.duty. Nay, (what may juſtly 

pear more ſtrange and affecting) the great 
22 of our Glas jon himſelf. has gone be- 
fore us to His glory, by a courſe of obedience 
and patience. As Chriſtians, we ate to be 
8 of Chrift, and conformed fo the 


image 


».v 


of * * : 


SEG HE 
image of. the Son of God: and this circum- 
ſctance, with regard to Him, may well appear 
wonderful and ſtriking ; that, though His 
human nature as perfectly immaculate from 
the firſt; yet He entered not upon His glory, 
but through a courſe of trial. He was ori- | 
ginally free from the Jeaſt ſtain of irregular - i » 
- anclinations, - or corrupt affections; and, 
from the very firſt, had in Him the unpol- 
luted principle of all thoſe amiable virtges, 
-which afterwards diſcovered themſelves in 
. His life; by a gradual d ſplay of which, 
TH from his childhood, he increaſed in favour 
17 _ with God and man : through the courſe of + il 
_ His life, He did ne. ſin, neither was guile found 
in His lips; He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
8 from ſinners; and could challenge 
His moſt inveterate. enemies, which of you 
' convinceth me of ſin: he had, therefore, no 
fins to repent of, no bad inclinations. to 
- amend, no relicts of corruption to ſubdue: ' .W-. 
| and yet, He did not enter upon that Reward. 
and Glory to which, in His human nature, 
He is now advanced; but by paſſing through 
a courfe-of trial; and, by the moſt exact and 
intire obedience unto death, even the death of the 
*or2fs, givi "B the utmoſt - proof of His con- 
ſummate Picty and Goodneſs ! * And, is it 
to be expected, that any of His: weak and 
| Unperfedt followers ſhould get to their re- 
Ward all at once; without any trial or di 
+ "Pline,to dai them . 
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This would be contrary to the hole 
tenor of Holy Scripture; "dich repreſents 
the ſtate of a Chriſtian, in this life, as. 2 
ſtate of trial and exerciſe, diſcipline and i im- 
provement, in order to his advancement to 
a more perfect ſtate: and the work of ſancti- 
fication is, all along, ſet forth as a progreſ- 
five work; from le! 81 beginnings, gradually 
carried on to its perfection: fo that the place 
and, uſe of the firſt repentance, is not to 
make a man immediately fit for heaven; far 


leſs, to conclude, and make up for, an ill 


ſpent life, by a meer regret for having led 
ſuch a life; but, to begin: the courſe. 81 4 
good life ; whereby, thrgugh a gradual | . 


greſs in holineſs and goodneſs, he is to be 


trained up for a ſtate of perfection. 
In the ſeveral metaphors the Seripture 
makes uſe of, to ſet forth the work of grace ; 
and the emblematical repreſentations our 
bleſſed Saviour gives us of it; it is always 
repreſented as taking its riſe from {mall be- 
ginnings ;. and, by a 5 progreſs, car- 
ried on to its perfection in 5. Nee 
dation and propriety of theſe 1 and me- 


taphors plainly lies here; that KY is a thing 


in which the courſe of Nature and the con- 


duct of Grace are barmonious, and ar a 


| EN correſ | hr ren the one wil 
other; that the perfect ſtate of things 
15 'n6t produced all at. Once, z but eye ry thing 
x has j its ſmall e 5 and i 18 jrom tens 


$ 
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carried on, by ſeveral ſteps and degrees, to 
its proper perftulim. And, in applying fuch 
figures and metaphors, the” natural and ob- 
vious meaning of them is carefully to be at- 
tended to; the purpoſe for which the ſimi- 
litude is plainly brought in; the meaning, 
without which there would be no propriety, 
or fenſe in the alluſion ; and eſpecially the 
meaning in which they, plainly concur ; fo 
as not only any one of them gives light to 
the others; but alſo one branch of the fimi- 
litude gives light to the other, that which 
repreſents the” Progreſs to that which ex- 

refſes the firſt Beginning of the Chriſtian 


fe. To proceed tb particulars : * 


_ © Phe' firft entrance of true religion into 


the heart, is repreſented” as a New Birth; 
and it's progreſs as à growth, or growing 
up: now, as a child new- born, though it 
has human life in it, yet is not fit for man- 
y exerciſes and entettainments, but grows 
up to them by flow fteps; in like manner, 
a Chriſtian, newly. cohverted, muſt grow 
up by e to thoſe ſtronger exerciſes of 
ptety and goodneſs, and that higher reliſh 


of virtuous enjoyments, for which he is cre- 


ated in. Chrift Feſus unte good works: and 


1 " 


therefore the Apoſtle exhorts his new” con- 


with, i Per. il. 2, 3. . Avnew bork babes, 


re the fideere milk '6f the word, that 

«ye may grow thereby; if ſo be ye have 
: wr +144 * — : . > 
Lord is gracious. 3 | 
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the firſt beginning of the, Chriſtian life i is re- 
preſented under the emblem of a branch en- 
grafted into a living ſtock; and it's pregrefs 
under that of bringing forth fruit, and much 
ruit, Jo. xv. 1.— Again; the entrancg on 
the Chriſtian life is repreſented- as /aying @ 


foundation; z. it's *y * as building upon it: 
ph. iv. 12, Cc. and ii. 
20, Ec. Again; the Chriſtian life 4 is com 


1 Cr. iii. 9, Cc. 


"as to running in a rare, which. i is a con- 
ant and a quick motion forward, without 
ſtopping, going back, or turning aſide; in 
which it is not enough to. fart fair, and fun 
on a while; hut one muſt run on, till he 
reaches the Geal, to obtain tba prixe; 1 Cor. 
ix. 24, Heb, xti., 1. Further z tha ſtate of 
2 Chriſtian in this life... is ,repreſented as. 


a warfare ; and his perfect ſtate is ſet form 


under the emblems of a Victory and Iri- 


umph : Rev. ii. 5, 11, 17, 26. andi. 5 


12, 21. now, in a war fare, it is not enou 
to enter the lifts; ys ficht ang h att! oy 
go one ey but we "muſt, perhft-i 4 
conte/?, till our warfare. 16 accompliſhed 3 | 
and, by a train of Victories, we have g ün⸗ 
ed a compleat Triumph: thus, the Chriſtian 


muſt fight the geod 72 Y faith, if he week 


lay hald of . eternal im. vi. 12. and 
the Apaſtle To i Rimlelf, ii. 45 7.8.1 


fought the good fight 1 ha have fined. my. 
T haveept the. th; N is me 


13 


as * me a crown of l 
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the progreſs of religion is ſet forth by 
the } ae 'of corn; in which, ſays our 
biegt Saviour, - Mark iv. 28. The earth 
bringeth ort. the blade, then the. cor, 2 
that the Full cim in the ear, And, in 
ne, ſays the Wiſe Man; << the path of the 
_ «juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth 
« more and. more unto the berſtes day,” 
ro iv. 18. 5 FOR 
| now, we v from the feurative 
the” Main deferiptions of the life 'of a Chri- 
ſtian; and the wort that remain, for him to 
do, after & good work is bs, or him; they ' 
boy point the fame way. the prin- 
_«..ciples of the doctrine of Chrift, days the 
e apoſtle, let us go on unto perfection; not 
44 laying again the foundation of repentante 
„ from dend works, and of far} towards 
** God.” Heb: vi. 1. To bitevers the ex- 
hortation is, © As ye have recaived: Chrift 
_ © ſeſus the Lord, fo tall ye in Him; 
* rooted and built up in Him.“ Col: it. 6,7. 
and Gal ii. 20. fays the apoſtle, I live by 
«6: the faith of the Son of God. Tis not 
to them who only begin to do well, but * to 
„ them who by patient continuance in well- 
doing cel for I. 
_ 4% tality,” that God will give eternal 

1 B. 7. And, they wko have begun he 
work of their falvation, and even given for- 
mer proofs of their obedience to the 


— AM wrt out their own fatoation with 
| bs fear 


Fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. fearmg, as 
the apoſtle expreſſes it, Heb: av. 1; A 
ce promiſe being left us, of entring into His 
«c. reſt, any of us ſhould ſeem to me er 
« of it.” To true Chriſtians is both the 
threatning and the promiſe addreſſed, - Rom. 
viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall 
« die; but if 3e, through the ſpirit, do 
4 mortify the deeds of the body, ye fhall 
ce ſive:“ agreeably to what the Lord ſays, 
by the prophet, £xzek. xxxiii. 18.“ When 
« the righteous man turneth from his righ- 
„ teouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, he 
<« ſhall even die thereby.” * And, ſays our 
| bleſſed Lord, to thoſe Fews who believed on 
Him, Jo. viii. 31. If ye continue in my 
„ word, then are ye my diſciples 1 
Sc.“ and to his particular diſeiples, of whom 
He ſays, At the Father hath inurd me; ſo baus 
I loved you, He adds, continue ye in my 


mn . N ARES | * 
* * 
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love; if ye keep my. commandments, ye ſhall we 
&* abide in my love; even as have kept Þ 


<< my Father's commandments, and abide in 
6 his love.“ XV. 9, IO. And, ſays the apoſtle 
Peter, to them that had obtained like precious 
faith with the apoſtles, ii. 1. 5.—“ giving 
* all giligence, add to your faith virtue, A. 
for if theſe things be in you, and a- 
. < bound, .they make you that ye ſball nei- 
c ther be barren nor unfruitful in the know- 
<< ledge of our Lord fFeſus Chriſt. Again g 
* Sce alſo the 1 3th verſe of that chapter. 
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v every good nt, 2 Cor. ix. 6. 


36 | 
fays the Apoſtle Paul, to thoſe who had be- 
lieved 38 the Apoſtles preached, «Be ye ſted- 
< 'faft and unmoveable, always abcunding in 
ie work of the Lord; for as much as 
W that your labour is not in vn, 
cen the Lord.“ r Cer. xv. 11, 58. In fine, - 
the Apoſtle Peter, enjoins growth in grace, 
not only as a proper improvement of what 
Neuen had attained unto; but as neceſ- 

ry to prevent their falling from their Hed- 
faſineſi in religion, ns 1548 1 £ <7 
And, what is thus faid, in general, with 
reſpeA to the obligations on Chriſtians to 
conſtancy and advancement in their Chri- 


ſtian courſe, in order to their Eternal Salva- 


tion; is particularly applied to the ſeveral 
Graces/and Virtues of a Chriftian Life, which 
are all imperfect at firſt. 'The ſaints and faith- 
ful brethren in Chriſt muft © walk worthy 


of the Lord unto all pleaſing ;. being 


6 fruitful in every good work, and encreafing 


„ in thednwledre of God: Cel. i, 2, 10. 


They who have rettived Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 
muſt be /fabli/bed' in tht faith, and aboun- 
therein: Col. ii. 7. our love muſt abound yet 


dt and more, in nowledge and in all judge. 


ment; Phil. i. 9. we muſt encreaſe and abound 
in laue one towards another, and to all men: 
1 Theſſ. iii. 2. our patience muſt Have its 
perfet? wor: Ja. i. 4. and ve muſt abound 
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This improvement of Chriſtians is repre- 
fented as the great End of all the aſſiſtances, 
afforded to us by the Goſpel; all the ordi- 
nances and appointments of our bleſſed Lord. 
and Saviour. The Miniſtry and Miniſters, 
of the Goſpel are appointed, not merely for 
tze con verſion of Sinners; but chiey for the 

improvement. of Saints: Epb. iv. 11. —. He. 
« gave ſome apoſtles - and ſome paſtors. 
« and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
ce Saints for the edifying of the body of 
« Chriſt; till we all come—unto a perfect 
„ nanu, &c. that we be no more children, &c. 
« —but—may grow. up unto, Him in all 
ce things who is the Head, even Chriſt” _ 

All this may be confirmed by the exam- 
ples of thoſe, who have trod the paths of 
virtue and glory before us. To which, indeed, 
of the Saints ſhall the careleſs ſinner turn; 
iv thinks to mount to Heaven at once, in 
the end of à vicious life ;) who will not, 
from their own experience, confute his fol- 
ly? Are not all the examples recorded in 
Scripture for our itnitation, of ſuch as, net 
only through faith, but through patience, 
continuance, perſeverance, and improve- 
ment, have come to inherit the promiſes s | 
and the uſe we are to make of ſuch exam A 
ples is plainly pointed out, A. vi. 11, 12. 
that every one of us do ſhew the ſame di- 
* {igence, to the full aſſurance of hope ante 
the end; that we be not flothful, but fol- 
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e lowers of them, who, r.“ I ſniall ſingle 
out but One example: but it is ſach a ene, 
as may ſtir up all of us, who have any thing | 
of the Divine Eiſe in us, to work ont our i! 
un Salvation with fear and tremùſing it is 
the example” of the great Apoſtle Paul. He 

was, before his converſion to Chriſtianity, * 
concerning the righteonſneſs that is in the law, 
Blameliſs : He was, then, zeulous for what 
He believed to be the Truth; though His zeal 


was irregular, and ill- governed: yet, not- 


withſtanding all the prejudices of His educa- 
tion, and againſt all the force of Hismiſguided 
zeal, He became a Convert to Chriſtianity ; 
and entered upon it, from the very firſt, as a 
Nate of ſuffering in this world: 4&s ix. 16. 
He declares, that for this cauſe He obtained 


. mers), that in him fir? «© Jeſus Chriſt might 


«© ſhew forth all long ſuffering, for a pattern 
<< tothoſe which ſhould afterwards believe on 
Him to life everlaſting ;” 1 Tim i. 16. a 
glorious and encouraging pattern of all long 
ſaffering, as to what was paft ! but let us ſee 
what feHlowed after; and, if we would have 
His Caſe a pattern for our encouragement, let us 
ſet His Practice before us as a pattern of our 


duty: what ardor of love and gratitude to our 


merciful God and gracious Redeemer, what 


fervor of charity, did He difcover? and a! 


mingled with the moſt ſenſible regret, for 


the errors of his paſt life; which he can 
never ſpeak of but with the deepeſt felt- 


 abaſe- 


j 


[393 
abaſement, and the malt profound admirar 


tion of the freedom and greatneſs of Divine 


Grace to ſuch a -» as He bad been: how 
1 diligent and indef; atigable. was He, in the 


ſervice of God and the bleſſed Redeemer; 
an] in doing 2 2 and promoting 
3 ppineſs, in the moſt diſin- 
tere ſted manner! _ 1 5 be had gone on, 
in ſuch an inde er. courſe of 2 works, 
for about twenty - xe years „what does H. 
ſay of de en ili. 1215. # Nr 
already attained,, either 


& ag: re aaa pe 
« were Ps 4 b 1 allow after. 
18. rut 525 my 255 BI hes 


« hended.,; but this p vne "thing 1 do ; forget- 
4 ting thoſe things which are. 0 os 
« omg 5 | gp unto half ups whi 2 ay 

the 


66 e be hy ig calling of God in Chriſt 


0 f ſtriking an "inſtance I ſhall leave the 
pion 5 hl to every Chriſtian's own 

ou » Without any ti pon it. 

e INTOgat town wit 1 
the Swag Evidence, that the buſin 
« of a Chriſtian, and his preparation I 
<« the Heavenly State, is all along kn Oi 
« ture repreſented as a progreſſrue. work ; 
only begun in his firſt converſion ʒ fad 


„ * was, probably, e * "She His firſt conver- 
han betore Fls wrote te the Epi te to the Phillpplany - 


4 + e to 


2 


a t . 
ve © be further improved, and carried on 
6 
y degrees to its proper perfechion by 
« the courſe of a holy and 955 life; in 
order to his entering on the 5 Heavenly 


10 21 


nee 
But, FR it ould be leg; that alk 
this may udmit of ſome exceptions; and ſtill 
there may be ſome room left to hope, that a 
work of Grace may be not only ' really be- 
un, but conſiderably' improved, in E Sin- 
Fer's laſt moments, whereby he m wy 4 
ber then, made fit for eaven, 
traordinary meaſures of Divine Ker as 
God: ran eaſily | grant + and" has no” where 
forbid us to pe: I ſhall now (ys 
to what, IJ hope, will be Mlowed ſtill nor 
deczſſve upon this head. 0 
And, not to infiff "upon it, * . 
tantable alt expectations of ſuch extraordi- 
nary and miraculons Divine aids are, "unleſs 
we had an expreſs" revelation from God to 
build ſuch expectations upon; and that they, 
of all men, can have the leaſt warrant for ſuch 
expectations, who improve them 70 encourage 
their going on preſumptizonſ] in a vicious 
courſe: I ſay further, in the | 
Third place: that the Promiſes bf ture 
Happineſs are, throughout the tenor of Holy 
8 Tipture, made to à Holy and . 5 4 ; 
out the leaſt hint_ of the alterna? 
81 a man repents at last his 8 


lected j it: and the threatnings of uture pu- 
niſhment, 


ö 


oP * ö 
9 | 
"1 x} n 


"T3 © 

niſhment, to the workers of iniquity, as they 
are moſt. poſitive and peremptory, ſo are 
made without the leaſt reſerve or excep- 


tion; particularly, without the exception 


of a man's bitterly. regretiug at laſt that he 
had been ſo; So that, by theſe Promiſes 
and Threatnings, it is plainly and expreſly 
declared, that the future ſtates of all men 
<« ſhall be determined at laſt according to 
their works, in the courſe of this life; and 
<« not according to any extrgardinary change, 
« contrary to it, wrou cem in their 
« laſt. moments: and, hy the tenor of 


theſe Threatnings, all hopes of thoſe extra- 
ordinary aids, which are acknowledged ne- 


ceſſary to the producing ſuch a change, are 


as plainly precluded and forbidden by God, 


as if the thing was declared abjolutely im- 
poſſuble. 


We ſhall conſider theſe Promiſes. and 


8 together: and indeed, they are, 
for the moſt part, ſo joined together in Ho- 
ly Writ, that they will hardly admit of @ 
ſeparate conſideration ; and fo as they throw 
mutual light and force upon one another. 
Whether we conſider. the Old Teſta- 
ment, or the New; the words of Maſes 


and the Prophets, or of our blefled Saviour 


and his Apoſtles ; they all concur in re- 


_ preſenting to us a Holy and good life as the 


only way to. future happineſs. And, tho' 


the Revelation of the Old Teſtament gives: 
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but oblcure'and imperfect hints of that I 


and immortality, which is brought to light by 
the Goſpel; yet it ſeems to afford ſtrong 
enough affurances, that no hopes of it can 
be. entertained, but in the way of a Hol) 
life here; and only in this way are thoſe 
great and good men in ancient times, who 
ſeem to have had the expectation of it, re- 
8 as entertaining any hope of it. 
The worthys, in theſe old times, who ob- 
"tained @ good re 1 obtained 
it by an Aide þ ; which animated them 
to a ſteady and uhreſerved obedience to God, 
in che moſt difficult and trying caſes : by 
this Faith" Abraham, the father of the faith- 


ful, upon Ge#'s call, © obeyed, and went 


« forth, not knowing whither he went ;” 
contented with this, that he well-knew whoſe 
Call he en „ for he looked for a 
city that hath foundations, whoſe builder 


and maker is God: Heb. xi. 8, 10. By 
this Faith Maſes—choſe rather fe 
«* fo affliction with the people of God, 


ee than to enfoy the | pleaſures of An for 85 
% ſeaſon; for he had reſpect unto the re- 


'<<. compence of reward.“ And let us ad- 


vert to the characters given of thoſe who 


ſhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord, abide 


in his tabernacle, and dwell in his Holy place; 

Pf. xv. and xxiv..3.——And, F/. xxxvii. 

37, 38. Mark the perfect man, and 

*© behold the upright; for the end of that 

=\- | <- ate « man 
# ; 


de tebus, that it fa i vel 
(0 for they ſhall- eat the 


moſt clear and full diſcovery of Jife 


bleſſed Lord 


28, 29. 
ein -houti i is coming, in 'which all. thhedresin 
e the graver lf 


as «© come 


, TJ 
- nan is peace: but'the ti ors Hall 
eee Wee the end of the 


„ © ihe ſhall be cut off”? ” Hund,; Kyi. 20, 
438 21. when it is ſaid vir Ol 15 15e G44 


ſalvation, it is added, * biit God ſhall 


- | A wound'the head öf kis' enetriics; and tlie 


ſcalp of fuch a one as goeth-on \ ſtill 
ce in his treſpaſſes. . And, ſays the Plalmiſt 
of himſelf, cxix. 165. Lord, I have” hoped 
4 for thy 9 ppt and done thy e 


«ments: and 174. I have longed for 
be, and thy lat ig m 


& hai 


&« ſalvation; O 1 
«© delight.“ And ſays the Lord to the Pr 


phet, La. iii. 10, 11. 1 4 


8 
Rui. of whe 4 
« jngs Wo unto the wicked, it mall be 
« ill with him; for the reward bis hund 
e ſhall be given him 
In the en as we have the 
and 14 
mortality, brought to light *by the Goſpel; f6 
the wrath of Gd is more clearly and expreſly | 


revealed from heaven again/t all ungodlineſs and 


unrighteon/nefs3b = Mat. xvi: 27. Our 
us- expreſly, that when h 
Hall come in the glory 0 F his Father, ' with his 
holy Angels; “ then he ſhall reward wy 
« man according to * works.” And o. v 


He wafns his hesrers, that“ the 


* His voice and ſhall 


[44] 
eme forth, they that have dans goad unto 
L the reſurraction of life, and they't that have 
< dens oil unto the reſurrefion of damna- 
* tou.” When the Apoſtle Peter was well- 
taught, by an heavenly viſion ; he ſays, of 
2 a truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter 

ffs, but in every nation he _ 
* Feareth C God and w e righteouſnefs 

„ accepted with Him.“ And the N uy 
timent He expreſſes, when he ſays, in his 
et. i. 17. that the Father, . without 
3 of perſons, jud geth according to 
man's work ;' and therefore, they 
« paſs the time of their 
| rar.“ And, the Apoſtle 
| " expreſly declares, Rom. ii. 6.—that 
God will at laſt 55 fender to Wery man ac- 

* cording to. bis deeas - to them who, by 
br Sew 1 in tuull. daing, ſeek "a 
„ Honour; and immortality, eternal 
* life; but unto them that are contentious, 
« and do not obey the truth, — indignation 
„ and wrath upon every /oul of man that 
Auth evil;—but glory, honour, and peace 
C to man that worketh grad, &c.” Nor 
is this diſtribution of things according to the 
tenor of any antiquated, or abrogated, law; 
but this equitable retribution ſhall be made 

in the day when God ſhall judge the ſe- 
s erets of men by Jeſus Chriſt,” according 
0 the 29 which the Apoſtle: preached, 
v. 16: and OO: a fame Fe, 


| F 45 1 

which both Apoſtles, in a 'perfet ha 
and concurrence, found upon. the te 
character of God; 4 for. there is 10 reſpect 
„ perſons” with God, 2 blocked 113 Mc op 
regard to the butwwar butwatd” ap ces and er- 
cumſtances uf men; Re wares ny'canfidera- 
tions foteign to their real,. Fir: mal; cha- 


racers: and. therefore as, on the one 'hand, 
we can hardly Sag ian 6 of Him a 100 in- 


ithout Aulgent a Father, in his readineſs” d Feet, 100 
108 


ing to into favour' Ae who' 'tr | waits 
they amend; fo, on the othe , wetan fear 
f their conceive of Him, as too itap tal * 


an ac- 6 not, A 5 5 5 
o, by WW ia time; be reclaimed and Yefgrmed.” 
ek for the Apoſtle | waths*'us, 2 Vor. V. fo. that 
ternal WU < we muſt all appeat before Rename 
tious, « ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may rec 
ation „ the things Ahne in his body, csu PS 
n that that he hath done, whether it be 2 or 
peace | © lad: ſure, no change wrought on ite 
Nor in his 2 momente, can be reckoned amon 
to the things, that he "hath" one in the budy. I p 
law; over ſeveral other texts, to the fame $i 
made | poſe; ſome of which I have already men- 
he ſe- tioned upon a former head *: and ſhall pro- 
rding ceed to take particular notice of a remark- 
ched, | able paſſage, or two. One is that of the 
ciple, 3 Gal. vi. 7. 8. where He lays down 
vhick | N . 35. 3 
1 


[ 46 } 
the great zule of the Divine conduR ; that 
order of - thi under His government, 
which is elſewhere expreſſed by his rendering 
2585 n according io bis works ; or giving 
it 10820 u at "3 rule: founded 
the moral Character of God ; for, ſays 
0 107.11, bearken unto As 
ey men of updectianting far be it 

od. that He ould do wickednefs, 20 
4 from the Almighty that He ſhould commir 
« iniguity n for. t a por man ſhall He 

- aug pato Rind. nan 
a? N 40 
* 4 10 Fong Da, It is true: 
particularly recommend: 
and. 0 Ars the duty of benefigence 
and liberality.; but to me it anpcgars as plain, 
that! be 2 and adap cg. 5 to this pur- 
boſe a gene en Equally e 
— the enforcen of ever n of good 
and virtuous, ax Tek l principle He 

1 of 9 to What is 

obſeryed in * ordinary courſe of Nature, 
<< that wen reap in harve/t the very ſame 
2 kind of grain that they ſeu in the feed- 
tine: a thing the Reverſe. of which is 
Poflible ; but ſo contrary to the ordinary 
courſe of nature, and the common expe- 
rience and obſervation of mankind (atten- 
tive enough to theſe outward things, and ſa- 
gacious Ss. to make juſt obſervations 
about them) that no man entertains the leaſt 


expeQation that it ever will happen; Ny and | 
* would 
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[47] 
= would men apply the ſame attention anck 
ment, A ſagacity to their t important concerns; they 
vaering might ſee it as unreafonable,. arid co 
S Wo nature, to to find it otherwiſe in 
unded Wtheir ſpiritual affairs; to think to reap at 
, ſays Þ laſt, and in the other world, any thing elſe 


t; that 


tome, than the proper and natural fruit of their vw 
from ways: for, the time of this life is our ſeed- 
{ and time, in order to our reaping the Harveſt in 
111. another life. This ſerves to obviate the laſt 
Ul He refuge, to which they who go on in à ſinful 


courſe in hopes of retrieving all by a late 
repentance, are apt to betake themſelves, 
when beat out of all others; that 20% * 
is poſſible - but, they might as well hope, af- - 
ter ſowing fares in the Spring to reap wheat” 
in the Harveſt ; for ut is 1. ible too. The 
Apoſtle uſhers in His awful warning, with a 


particular caution againſt a dangerous deceit, 

g or delufion : be not deceived; © deceive not 

e yourfelves, nor fuffer any others to impoſe 
* upon you, in à matter of fo great impor- 
FI trance to you: He adds God is not mc led: 
* 8 men attempt to moc God; when tliey think 
85 to impoſt upon Him by fair ſhews and ſpe- 
yy cious pretences ; when the Laws and Rules 
— 5 of His government are dh, or men 
. | think they are to de diſpenſed with" but this 
— is a vain attempt God cammt᷑ be impoſed upon; 
4 N and every to do it muſt recoil upon 
Le: their own heads who make it': nor will he 
_ tafs from the rules of His government, or 


the 


N 9 4 "V4 
f * 8 8 
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(48 } | 

the. fandions of Hin ans; in favour of thoſe 

bſtinate wretches, who tramp/e upon them. 
The Apoſtle goes on; for, whatſoever a 
« man /ezveth that ſhall he alſo reap -” this 
is his general aſſertion; that it holds as well 
in the firitual ſenſe. as in the natural, that 
men feap in the ſame Kind as they ſow: this 

He further explains and amplifies; for be that 


ſnweth to bis fleſh, * who employs his Iabours 
< and his earthly poſſeſſiong to the gratifying 
« of his ſelfiſh and ſcuſual appetites,” ſhall 
of the fleſh reap carruption ;. of ſuch a corrupt 


improvement of his time and talen:s, he 


ſhall receive future miſery, as the proper 


what one 72 in hat ug is 


of what he / 
ments of the other world: for, that the 
Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of that map ng, 
thoſe retributions, that ſhall. be made at the 
great day of judgment, and in the other. 
world, is further clear from the other part 
of His declaration; but be that ſoweth to the.. 
Prrit ; “ he who, under the influences and 
4% condubt of the hirit of Love, .employs bis 
« time, his endeayours,. and the advantages 
«c he is entruſted with,. to che improvement, 
« of his Better part, and hisUſefuln ſs in this 
« world pp Bally the jirit reap be er, 
laſting ;, inder the conduct of the Divine. 
« Spirit ap. ag the vit of Fuch Pe 
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aws in ſpring : corruption, in op- 


e natural fruit ; 
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© Employments and improvements, he ſhall 
«© come to eternal happineſs at laſt | 

Let me fepeat it; that fiere the finilitude 
is ic pity taken from a thing, the reverſe of 
which is poffible with Almighty God; but fo 
contrary to the courſe of Nature, that no 
man expects i it, any more than if it was in- 
Let us put the re that a man 
ſe, with Al- 
mighty God, that he ſhal ; of the fineft 
but did ever any man, of a found 
mins,” entgrtaiti'fuch'an'expeRation ? how 
abſurd would it appear, for any one to think, 
by the moſt bitter regret and hearty repent- 


ance, to retrizve ſuch a bad (owing, and 


reap the quite contrary, g in; unleſs, in 
time, he Plucked iche ta es, and ſowed 
the grain He wiſhed to reap! as abſurd is it, 


according to the Apoſtſe's' compariſon and 


awful warning, for the ſinner to expect, by 
the moſt hearty regret and deepeſt” "ſorrow, 
out of time, to Hy, 

courſe has expoſed him to 


che. mi vicious 
When he has 1 no 


portunity to zo what he has been hing 


op 
all his life, and'betdke himſelf to a Beger 
codrſe. in the Natfitaf ſenſe, no man, from 


"A meby poſſibility of the thing, ever expects 


to reqp another kind of grain than he ſows; 
even though God has ng where declared, 
he Has pla y declared, 
0 f fi fe 
ae fo ebelaſt- 


ing; 


t 7 ' 


| 150 J 
ing; by which all the vain hopes the ſinner 
can pretend to raiſe from the meer poſſibility 
of its being otherwiſe, are utterly over- 


thrown : be not deceived; God is not mocked. 
— To conclude this head: the reprefentation 
which our bleſſed Saviour, (to whom the Fa- 
ther hath committed all judgment) gives us of 
His procedure at the great Day of Judgment, 
Matt. xxv. 31—is full, clear, and ſtrong, 
to the ſame purpoſe: then the great Judge 
of the world will make a diſtribution of 
men, and a different aſſignment of everlaſt- 
ing rewards or puniſhments to them, ac- 
cording to their moral characters, diſcover- 

ed in their works and the courſe of their 


1 

fled to the blood of Chrift for pardon : that 
appears too thin a plea, for any to be ſuppoſed 
to dare to offer, in that awful Day, and be- 
fore that dreadful Tribunal: indeed, F we 
walk in the light, as God is inthe light, we 
may be affured that the blood of Feſus Chrift 
His Son cleanſeth us from all fin : but to make 
that moſt precizus blood a Sanctuary and Re- 
fuge at laft, for thoſe who, all the time of 
their life, have refuſed when Ged called, 
will, according to the whole ſtrain of Scri- 
| tn cot, be found, in that awful 

ay, a counting the blood of the Covenant 
wherewtth we are ſandtiſſed an unhiiy- thing, 
and making Chriſti the miniſter e fin - then, - 
the righteous only ſhall go into life eternal: 
and who are the rigbteous, our bleſſed Saviour 
plainly declares 'in that context; namely, 
ee they who, in the courſe of their lives, 
«© have done good and charitable actions, 
«as they had opportunity; the beloved 
Diſciple of our Lord plainly tells us, with a 
tender caution againſt ſuffering ourſelves to 
be deceived by other repreſentations of the 
matter; 1 Fo. ili. 2, 10. © Little children, 
« fet no man deceive You: he that dt ri2h- 
% teouſneſs is righteous, even as He is rigb- 
© teous” (an exprefflon far from denoting 
an equality; but only ſignifying, that h 
ney Wigs upon the lite proof and 
evidence with the righte! Par of Chrit, or 
of G) and, on the other hand, who- 
5 F. 2: * ſoever 

* 


ſoever doth not 
FF 


miſe, in the whole Word of God, that runs 
in any ſtrain Jike this, „ that they ſhall in- 
« herit eternal life, who either live a hol; 

« life here, or heartily Repent at laſt that 
<< they have neglected it: I have alſo clear- 
ly ſhewn, that the threatnings of future mi- 
ſery, againſt the workers ¶ in quity, as they 
are moſt dreadful and terrible; ſo they are 
moſt poſitive and peremptory, without any 


reſerve or exception. M wh in pronouncin 
the awful and righteous Sentence of G 
denouncing future miſery, to the workers of 


iniquity,. ſeem to think it a neceſſary Piece 


\ 
4 $4 


' 


S. 


Ta) 
their diſtreſs and extremity, who. refuſe to 
bearken to His Calls in time: and, fo far 
as d mere ſorrow for an ill ſpent life may be 
ealled Repentance; it is plainly intimated in 
Seripture; that there may be a real Repent- 
ance, a hearty Sorrow and Regret, too late; 
when the time for amendment and recovery 
1% i e 

Re are plain intimations in Scripture; 
of ſuch! a thing as. a ſinger's: day of grace; 
his ſeaſon or opportunity for making his 
peace with God, and for ſecuring and werk- 
ing out his oven er 3 which if he fins, 
or trifles away, the Door of mercy is ſnut 
upon bim; and he has no acceſs to retrieve 
the ruin he has brought upon himſelf: and 
no one ſinner knows, how long this 'day of 
grace may laſt with him; or how near it © 
may be to an end; if he refuſes to comply 
with the preſent Call of God to Repent and 
Believe the Goſpel: for this is certain, that 
all the Calls and-exhortations in the Word 
of God, to Repent and to Believe in Cbriſt, 
are to do ſoimn⁰?Xjßy. and leave 0 ancou- 
ragement to defer it ons moment. 

66 . 2 that is godly, ſays the Pſal- 
« miſt, ſhall pray upto thee ina time when 


c thou mayeſ be found and, in like man- 
ner, the prophet exhapts- ſinners, / lv. 6. 
Seel ye > the Lond (viz; by true repemance 
and amendment, as appears from the next 
| T7 while He mpy be found; — plainly im- 
2 2 plying.,. 
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be found: He has his:day'sf grate and:mency; 
but He has his ddyiof zwrath too andi they 
who “ deſpiſe the riches of His gaodneſs, 


and forbearance, and long - ſuffering, not 


being led thereby to repentance; do thus 
treaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
erighteous judgment of God. Rem. ii. 


4, 5. And the Apoſtle, Beſcnaling thoſe to 


whom he writes, that they receive ngt the 
„grace of God in vain;“ ſays . behold 
«© new is the accepted time, behold now is the 
day of Salvation.“ 2 Cor. vi..I, 2. And 
«« the Holy Spirit ſaith, 79-day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts.“ 
\Pſe-xcv. 7. Hleb. iii. 7, 8. and the Apoſtle 
adds, v. 13. Exhort ont another daily, 
« while it is called to-day, left any of you be 
* hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin,” 


For the neglect of this their ogportunity, our 
compaſſionate Redeemet᷑ -2wept ouer Jeruſalem; 
s ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, 


e at leaſt in this. thy. day, the things which 
belong to thy peace ] but no they are hid 
et from thine eyes.” Lal. xix. 41, 42. For 
this, the i virgins, in the Parable 
( Aatt. xxv. 1.) chuld not enter in to the 
marriage · feaſt; becauſe; they had neglected 
to improve their in 4 unity - 


5 they had neglected to make proviſ n of ail, 


of inward graces: and virtues, to . 


n 1 


* 


- 


i. foe was WW WW rm be oo v y,, 
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too hard 
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of their profeſſion alive: 296 white 
= 1 40 125 make proviſion Crd 
they are pare ſented not only as regreti 
neglect, but ee to make. it 5 80 | 
door was. ſbut, : were ole ng 
fuſed entrance. 75 40. tle, l the 
Jewiſh. Chriſtians, "Heb. Xii. 15 to 
«;Jook, diligently: leſt any ſhould 1 of: the 

« grace of God; ſets. Let the danger of 

letti our opportunity. ſlip, aw 7 the ramp 
of e < who, for one morſel of meat ſold 

18 birth-rigſit;“ how inconſiderable a 
thing this; in compariſon of eszünk che 
Heavenly birth: right. and Heavenly 11 
23 for the gratifications of the ſenſual 
petites, or of coyetous or; ambitious, de- 


m8 And, He adds, ye know how t 
ky \ofterwards, when-he would have inherited 


| Ted; for he ae 


firo A gone. terms: 685 ee I Bae 
okra and ye refuſed—T alſo will” laugh 


« at your calamity, and will mock when. your 


„ fear cometh: — then ſhall they. call upon 


& me, but 1. will, net. anſwer ; they ſhall 2 
Mt 6 2 early, «but. Hey ſhall not find me :— 


they ſhall. of, of the fruit of their own 


F £4, A o any ſinner this appear 
1 27 lee he 1 be adele 10 


8 
. 


1 56 1 
che words of Billed bo Jy Xx 4. 85all the 
earth be fot faken for thee f and fall the bolt 
brremoved- ot of its Place ? 4 Shall the wiſe 
« *coutſe” of Providence; and the facred/laws 
ce of the Divine goverment, be overturried? 
4% in favour of fo guilty, ſo wo tefs, a 
1 wrefc 1.” Sure, no truly pious nd x 00d 
foul cal thirik fucli awful and ſalutary de- 
nunciations and warnings” too "hard — 
ri ; nor think it an m ur thing wit 
od to Execute them, a gainft thoſe ein 
not be reclgimied by thank 3 as he knows, 
and finds in his coinfortdthte' experience, that 
_ Chriſt's yoke is eaſy and his burden light, and 
jt God's commantiments art not grie bons; 3 
and defires to be made e in 0 other Way, 
| r de F 
* 1 becauſe ſome mia) pretend- that the 
threarndy ; of future pun lent thoſe who 
go on all their life i in a vicious courſe, mu/? 
Vu of ſome reſerve ot exception; ſeeing 
there are Promiſes in the Gof el that run in 
a contrary ſtrain; or, at leaft,' m cc 
ſideredd as Implying an except] '-t6 ſuch 
threat! ings: "therefate, Tuhlertake to prove; 5 
in! 

Fifth lace” that, this; is no one promiſe, 
in the whole word of God, which gives the 
leaſt countenance or Encouragement to the 
hopes of thoſe WhO £o on in a.finful obo, 
in che expectation f to Hi all” hs 
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mercy, of God in Chriſt Jeſus in en laſt 
moments. Kisten viii 

lere, it is natural to expect, the 9 
lvation made to Repentance. and Faith 
of 5 will be alleged, in oppoſition to 

. I have laid down ; as there are no other 
promiſes one can, with any ſhadow of rea- 
ſon, be 5 uced to that 17 57 theſes: in- 
deed, the fi 1 blinded by his luſts, is apt 
to underſtand Is. implying, + 1 e aQ of 
< ſorrow, or regret for an ill ſpent; Wes: - 
« $00 2 even in the very cla. 
ee (fall called Repentance) and one 46 & 
66 hs; og and preſumptuous reliange.. on 
the mercy of God and the merits | 
% than, (ally led an id —— will a 
«. retrie ruin as brought upon 
« himfe 5 2 and © effect ally recommend By 
4 to the mer God unto eternal life: 
N 4 fooli jo} deluded fouls engt 76 
Scriptures to their, own perqitun : and mol 


baſely and difingenuouſly improve groundle 


ae of the Divine mercy and zood- 
neſs,. to; hard en them i in vices, E 6p 
hem to go on ſecutely in a ſi |.courſe | 

the hopes of ſetting; all to "rights at laſt, ; jt a 
late regtet aud. dying forraw.;; elpecially, if | 
it is very deep and ſtrang, as ey; es 
themſelyes i it will be. 

But, that theſe Promileswilla admit of 10 
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dent from telling beladen, feri- 


| oull attended to. 
1. That there are very good, and ſuffi- 


eiently Obvious; Reafobs, why the promiſes 


of Salvation” ſhould be made to Faith and 
Repentance; without derogating in the leaſt 
from tlie abſolute Necellity of 2 Holy Eife, 
to fit us for the Happineſs of Heaven. Not. 


to repeat what I have formerly faid , con- 


cerning the Terms of ſalvation declared and 


required in the Goſp el: what J have now af- 


ferted will be ant evident; whether. 
we confider* the Calls to Repentance and 
Faith, and the encouragin Promiſes en- 


Forcing them, a8 they are firſt atdrefled to 


the heathen world; or: us they are Erteide 


t 40 ſinners. The Promiſes' of falvation: 


to'the'Heathens, \ on their firft abandotling 

eir Idofatry And 'Vices! and receiving. 
Iriff as their Saviour a Lord”; d me- 
Kere import, that they ſhould be deliyered 
from the darkneſtb ant! miſery of Fine 
Tghorahce,, Fuperftition | and 5 0 . 
riltian 


brought in privileges of the 


Church 3* ads lake? of all thoſe advan- 


tages, for etefnuf Happiness, which the dif- 


coveries and inſtitutions of the Goſpel afford; 
and, by! improving theſe, in- the courſe of a 
holy and virtuous Life, thould actual come 
to this" eternal Happineſs ar 44. Bar, as 
theſe Exhottations arid Promifes- are fill ex- 


* See pag. ww c. | 
end 
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tended to „ who hear the Goſpel; 
ang X ix Dec) de of Chrilt's. com · 
into the world, Je, Ws; 10. << that aue. 
. r believeth i in, ſhould nov. periſh, 
i Se. For underſtanding the perfect con: 


ſiſtency of this,. w ſolute, ie 
of 2 Holy Life, ! yich th. To  happnes of 
9d, 2 7 


402 "ie i it be obſerved; , 
ty e 1 es into the 1 of; men, chi 
mt 3 Heart, in. H rvice: OE 


Holineſs chiefly, lies in au pu of 
Heart 1 1 Affections ihe Soul; 
which, ar overni ciples af our 
con dub: af _— — — an Act, or 

Courſe, of as Oba * 4 to God, 15 0 


e e it — 
29 ſpoons of that lay t Pg oa 
70 1 „0 1 N + and, enjoyment 


within Therefore Pens 18. mo 

a that the „e GI kr 
0 be be made to thoſe inward 
dif ehen and 2 fe which are the 
and Obedience to 
u quttoard, Actions. 
1, — true 1500 ws is an effectual 
Prigoiple of a truly virtuous Obedlenco; 
d trus Repentance is the; real and æffectual 
unin al 2 0 od good Life z, well 

xy the Promules of, that lalva 


OT:  *.. * 
withour, in the'leaſt; derogating from, ot 
lefſening, the neceſſity of Holineſs : for theſe 
promifes are not made to them, conſidered as 
Jingle As; but, agreeably to their Nature, 
as effectual Principles of all thoſe Diſpoſi- 
tions, and that Courſe of behaviour, which 
is requiſite to render us Meet for the Hea- 
venly bliſs :" ſo that, whazever, in the nature 
of things and according to the tenor of che 
Goſpel; is nece ary to ſalvation, is" eith; 
included'in them, or naturally fl us from them 
as the genuine and effectual Principles of it. 
Now; this is really the caſe: true Faith puri- 
Fees the Heart, Acts xv. q. the ſource of our 
Akkions, ot *of which are the Fits F life ; 
puri fs ĩt from al ſenſual paſſions and world- 
1) luis, all fiarrow and ſelfiſn affectjions; 
and raiſes it to à Heavenly and Generous 
diſpoſition; to that ſupreme Love to God, 
And hearty Good - will to all men, which are 
the natural principles of a regular perform- 
Ance of all the duties of Piety and Devotion, 
Equity and Goodneſs: thus, Fuiih worketh 
y Lobe, Gal. v. 6. the moſt commanding 
Affection of the ſoul: it conveys into the 
Heart ſuch a ſtrong and lively ſenſe of the 
' Glory and he Goodneſs of Gol; of the Ex- 
eelleley f the Redeemer, and His condeſ- 
- cehding Kindneſs; . es in the ſoul 
"the hibheRt'Lbve arid Gratitude to bur Gra- 
OS od, and Compaſſionate Saviour; with 
{ the ſuiceref Goodwill to dur neigfbouts, in 
* LF NY 5 


imita- 


ä 
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influence, that we —_— meet to partal 


1 

imitation of that Divine Love by which we 
are ſaved: and thus leads us to the regular 
performance of every duty, from a principle 
of Love. Thus, true Faith renders the ſoul 
as a good Tree; which naturally bringeth forth 
good Fruit : it lodges a good Treaſure in the 
Heart; from whence the good man bringeth 
forth good things. True Repentance (as it 
mainly conſiſts in Amendment, and is con- 
ſtant and not to be repented of ) is the proper 
and real Beginning of that patrent continuance 
in well-d:ing, which leads to glry, honour and 
immortality. So that; if we conſider the ob- 
vious reafons, why the Promiſes of ſalvation 
are made to Faith and Repentance; we may 
evidently ſee, that there is nothing in "theſe 
promiſes, inconſiſtent with the plaineſt de- 
clarations concerning the abſolute neceſjity of 
a Holy Life to the Happineſs of Heaven : for 
juſtly may the promiſes of that Salvation, to 
which a Holy Life is abſolutely neceſfary, be 
made to ſuch Diſpoſitions as are the real 
Beginnings and effectual Principles of ſuch 
a Life. Therefore, | 5 

. 2dly : Theſe Promiſes can, by no 
means, imply; that the firſt Acts of Re- 
pentance and Faith render-a man immediately 
meet for Heaven, come when: they will; 
even when they come early enough, to have 
the bg inſſuence upon us: for, it is by the 
Temper we imptove in, by their aſter - 


of 


[62] | 
of the Heavenly Bliſs. As Repentance and 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, are comprehenſive and 
leading principles in true Religion and Chriſ- 
tianity ; ſometimes theſe two are joined to- 
gether in Scripture, as comprehenſive of 4 1 
that is required in order to our falvation ; 
but by no means excluſive of a holy life, of 
which they are the Principles and beginnings : 
ſo, in the Preaching of our bleſted Lord, 
Mar. i. 15. fo alſo in the Preaching of the 
Apoltle Paul, As xx. 21. Nay, ſometimes 
all that is required to our Salvation, is com- 
prehended under one of theſe: as, Repent- 
ance, Exel. xviii. 36. Faith in Chriſt, As 
xvi. 31. But ſuch paſſages are, by no means, 
to be underſtood, as if the t of Re- 
pentance, or Faith, rendered a man imme 
miately meet for the Heavenly bliſs; or ſe- 
cured his immediate entrance into it: they can 
only imply (according to the tenor of the 
Goſpel) his being aſſured of roming to Heaven 
at ia; and of having the Time and oppor- 
tunity, as well as the advantages and Aſſiſt- 
ances, neceſſary for zwarting out his own'fal- 
vation; which is only begun by the fir Acts 
even of the moſt fincere Repentance and the 
moſt unfeigned Faith. That which ſeems 
to cocafion the Error of many in this matter, 
is their having no notion of being ſaved, but 
going direfth to Heaven; without any juſt no- 
tion, at the ſame time, what Heaven is, or 


what Improvements are nebeſſury to make 
> | - | us 


KC 


[ 63] 
us capable of, ſo exalted a Happineſs. Heaven 
is not ſo much a different place from that 
where we now are, as a Different State from 
the preſent; and it is by the temper e our 
minds we muſt make our approaches to it: 
nor is it even a ſlaie ſo quite different, but 
that there are the beginnings of it, going on 
and advancing upon Earth, in every true 
Heir ef it; in his improvements in Love to 
God, and in a kind and equitable diſpoſition 
towards all around him, to fit him far a ſtate 
wherein | dwells righteouſueſi, and where per- 
feet Love reigns. Salvation muſt be begun, 
and advancing here, to be perfetted hereafter. 
To be ſaved, is to be daliverad from perni- 
cious Errors and deluſions, fatal Miſtakes 
concerning our happineſs, and from vicious 
and corrupt affections; to have our minds 
more and more enlightened in the know- 
ledge of the moſt important Truths, and 
formed to a Reliſh of true Enjoyment; to 
have our Hearts more and more purified from 
all irregular paſſions and vicious inclina- 
tions; and improved in Love to God and 
Divine things, and in Brotherly love and 
Charity: this /alvatzion is not perfected at 
once; but from ſmall beginnings, in the firſt 
dawnings of Divine Light and Love into 
the Soul, is gradually carried on and improved, 
to its Perfection in the Heavenly ſtate. Now; 
if the Promiſes of Salvation, made to Re- 
pentance and Faith, do, by no means, imply 

G 2 that 
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that the fir/? acts of theſe render a man im- 
 mettiately meet for Heaven, or ſecure his im. 
mediate entrance into it; even when they 
come early, and the moſt ready compliance 
is given with the Divine Call *; far leſs, 
when they come late, in the doſe of a bad 
life ; after the finner has preſumptuouſly, or 
careleſly, refuſed to comply with many re- 
peated Calls of God; and thus is hardened 
in yicious habits, grown to an exorbitant 
pitch, and not to be ea/ily or ſpeedily con- 
quered and ſubdued. Sure, no one ean 
imagine any-greater Excellency, or Efficacy, 
in a late, than in an early Repentance and 
Faith: on the contrary ; an early and ready 
compliance with the Call of the Goſpel, may 
naturally be ſuppoſed to carry a man further 
towards Heaven, than a late and reluctant 
one. Now; it is certainly one thing, to 
ſay, to a man in Life, Repent and Believe 
« in Chriſt zow; and you ſhall be ſaved; 
« and ſhall come to Heaven at la, by a 
Life of Holineſs :”* and quite another thing 
to ſay, if you Repent and Believe at any' 
<< time, however late, you-ſhal} be ſaved, 
« and go to Heaven direttiy, even without 
aA Life of Holineſs.” I ſay, now; and to 
a man in Life : for, let it be carefully at- 
tended to, in the ” $1807 5,091 1 
3d place: That, "a$ all the Calls of the 
Goſpel to Repent and Believe, are to do fo. 


* See above, pag. 25, 26, 2 N 
5 . now, 
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now, Without any delay; and the encou-, 
raging Promiſes of Salvation enforcing them, 

are only made to a preſent compliance: ſo, 
theſe Calls and Promiles are altuays addreſſed 

to men in Life; and never once, in the whole. 
tenor of Scripture, to dying men. This 

may, at firſt view, be greatly ſurpriſing to 
many: but the Fact is certain; that there is 
no ene inſtance, in the whole Scripture, of 
ſuch addreſſes as theſe, Repent, and turn 
« from all your tranſgreſſions, and fo ini- 
6e quity ſhalt not be your ruin; or Be- 
“ lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 
<< ſhalt be ſaved; ever being directed to a. 
perſon on a death-bed, or in viſible danger of 
death: but theſe Calls and promiſes are al- 
wazs addreſſed to perſons in Life, and likely 
to continye for ſome time in life; and who 
may, therefore, have time and opportunity, 
to carry on and. improve the good work, begun 
by their ready compliance. We read of one 
perſon, indeed, (Acts xvi. 31.) to whom the 
great Call of the Goſpel, enforced by the 
great Promiſe. of it, was ſucceſsfully ad- 
dreſſed; who, a little before that, had been 
in immediate danger of dying, by his own 
hand too: but that danger was quite aver 
before this addreſs was made to him; nay, 
before he conceived, or expreſſed, any con- 
cern about the matter. Now, this obſerva» 
tion I am upon might a/one, methinks, go a 
great way towards being decrfive in the whole 
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Argument now under conſideration. Ik the 
Call of the Goſpel to Repent and Believe, 
with the promiſes of ſalvation to the Penitent 
and Believers, were ever, in Scripture, ad- 
dreſſed to dy:ng men; they might be reckoned 
to imply, in theſe inſtances, a Promiſe that, 
by ſome extraordinary and miraculous Grace, 
they ſhould be made immediately meet for 
Heaven, and have an immediate entrance 
into it: and yet, theſe inftances could not be 
drawn into a precedent, without a plain Di- 
vine warrant for it : but, as theſe Calls and 
Encouragements are conſtantly, and only, 
directed to men in liſe; the moſt that they 
can imply is, an aſſurance, upon a preſent 
compliance, of their coming to Heaven at 
lat; and, conſequently, of their having the 
time and opportunity, as well as the means 
and aſſiſtances, neceſſary for working out that 
ſalvation they thus enter upon. If ſuch per- 
fons readily comply with the Divine Call; 
they may have a probable view of time to 
finiſh the good work begun, from the ſtate 
of their health: a ſtronger aſſurance of it, 
from the goodneſs and conſiſtency of the 
Divine conduct; whoſe very calling of men 
to enter upon a work, which in its nature is 
a work of time, implys that, upon their ready 
compliance, de will g:ve them time for it: 
an ab/ſolyt# afſurance, from the Promiſe of 
Salvation itſelf ; which muſt include a pro- 
miſe of whatever is neceſſary, for carrying 
15 : 5 on, 
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on, and completing it. All this, it is plain, 
cannot afford the leaſt encouragement to any 
ſinner, to hope to get to Heaven, by any 
Repentance, or Faith he can have, at the 
cloſe of a bad life ; when he can have no op- 
portunity to work out that ſalvation, which is 
only begun, even by the moſt ſincere and the 
moſt early Repentance- and Faith. And let 
us take this along with us; in the N 
4th place: That the Repentance and 
Faith, to which the promiſes of Salvation are 
made, are plainly deſcribed, in Scripture, to 
be ſuch, as a&7ually-and in fact are the real 


ey beginnings of a holy and good life: ſo that, 
1t no Faith and Repentance which any finner 
at can have at the cloſe of a bad life, can come 
e up to theſe deſcriptions. If we advert to a 
is variety of paſſages, concerning that Repen- 
it tance and Faith to which the promiſes of Sal- 
. vation are made; I may ſay, all the paſſages 
; where their nature and influence is any way 
0 explained or deſcribed; we ſhall find them 
e deſcribed to be ſuch, as not only would pro- 
5 duce a Holy life, if there was opportunity 
e for it; but afually do produce it: and the 
l reaſon may be obvious ; becauſe the neceſ- 
8 ſary meetneſs and preparation for the enjoy- 
7 ments of a ſtate of perfection, does not ariſe 
: from what a man would do, in obedience to 
f God and Chrift, if he had opportunity'; but 
R from what he actually dees; not from thoſe 


improvements he world attain to, but from 
| MY what 


-- 
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what he adZually attains this way. Particu- 
Jarly ; that Repentance, to which the pro- 
miles of Pardon and Salvation are made, is 
never deſcribed as conſiſting in meer Sorrow 


f r ſin, however deep or bitter; nor is Sor- 


row ſo much as declared to belong to it, for 


1% ; but rather preparatory to it, and re- 
quiſite as ſubſervient to the further purpoſe, 
of the Reformation and amendment of heart 


and life, in which true Repentance lies: re- 


markable, to this purpoſe, is that paſſage of 


the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. vii. g—11, © Now I 


& rejoice, not that ye were made ſorry, but 
<« that ye ſorrowed unto Repentance, — for 
« godly forrow worketh Repentance, &c.“ 


therefore, Sorrow itſelf is not Repentance; 
but, even when it is moſt fincere, is only, 
introduRtory to it; and Repentance itſelf lies 
in that amendment, which a truly god'y /or- 
row works. Another man's grief and inward 
pain can, of itſelf, be no pleaſure to a good 
and generous heart: and can that of itſelf, 
be acceptable to God, which can be no plea- 
ſure to any good man? ſurely, God, who 


veſires our happineſs, can have no pleaſure | 


in our pain or grief; but only fo far as it is 
neceſſary, and of influence, to make us tru- 
ly better. The occaſion of the miſtake of 
manys concerning this matter, ſeems: to be 
this: in the common acceptation of the 

word, a. Wan is ſaid to repent. of that which 
he is grirved tor having done ; though that 


177 grief 
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grief has no further effect: but, with what- 
ever propriety this may be called repenting 
in common 'ſpeech (though no man would 
believe, that one is heartily ſorry he had 
wronged him, if he goes on to injure him 
ſtill; and does not, in his aſter- conduct, do 
him good offices, if he can:) however, ſuch 
a fruitleſs ſorrow is not Repentance, in a Re- 
ligious ſenſe ; not that Repentance which 
the Goſpel requires, and to which it pro- 
miſes pardon and ſaYation ; which, in all 
the deſcriptions of it, is declared to have its 
finiſhing and proof in actual Reformation 
and Amendment; and to be ſuch as actual- 
ly produces newneſs of life. I might adduce 
numerous paſſages of Scripture. to this pur- 
poſe : but theſe plain ones may ſuffice. Says 
the Lord, by the Prophet, /a. i. 16. Waſh” 
ye, make you clean, put away the evil of 
«© your doings—ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
well, &c. and lviii. 5—7, „ls this the faſt 
e that I have choſen? a day for a man to 
% affnct his ſeul, &c. is not this the faſt that 
&« I have choſen ? to looſe the bands of wick- 
% edneſs, &c. is it not, to deal thy bread ts 
the hungry,” &c. Again, Exel. xviii. 27. 
true Repentance is thus deſcribed; When 
the wicked man 7urneth away from his 
«© wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 
„ doth that which is lawful and right, he 
« ſhall ſave his ſoul alive :? and, agreeably 
to this deciſion, the exhortation is, verſes” 

arts 30, 


ä (70 ] 

30, 31. Repent and tn from all your 
<« tranſgreſſions ; ſo inlquity ſhall not be 
your ruin: caſt away from you all your 
6 tranſgreſſions and make you 4 new heart 
+ and a ew ſbirit, for why will ye die?“ 
In like manner, xxxiii. 14, 15. If the 
& wicked turn from his ſin, and d that 
% which is lauſul and right” if he. walk 

e in the flatutes. of liſe, u ithiui committing 
e iuiguity ; he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not 
die.“ And, in the following context, 
God puts the edyity of His procedure upon 
this footing ; irfaffpolition to thoſe WhO faid, 
the way of the Lord is not equal.. When Fabu 
the Baptit, our Lord's fofe-runner, preach- 
ed Repentance, for the :forgiveneſs of ſins, 
this was his exhortaticn, Matti. iii. 8, 10. 
“ Bring forth H uits meet for Repentance : 
* D every tree that bringeth not forth good 
% fruit is hewn down, and caſt into the 
&« fire: which the Apoſtle, Ads xxvi. 20. 
expreſſes without a figure, when he ſaye, 
that he * ſhewed: finſt unto them at Dame/- 
« cus, and at Feruſalem, and throughout all 
& the coaſts of Judta, and then to the Gen- 
tiles, that they ſhould Repent, and turn 
c to God, and do works meet for Repent- 
& ance.” And Eph. iv. 22—24, He thus 
deſeribes true Repentance ; That ye put 
off, concerning the former converſation, 
the old man, which is corrupt according 

& to the deceitful luſts: and be renewed in 

8 | | the 
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«the ſpirit of ur mind: and that ye put 
<« 'on the New man, which after God is 
« created in rightesuſneſs and true holi- 
«:nef&*; 1 6 1; 5 

In like manner; that Faith in Chrift, to 
which the promiſes of Salvation are made, 
is not a Mer aſJent to any doctrines; nor a 
confident reliance on the mercy of God or 
the merits of Chriſt, without complying with 
the term of the. divine mercy in Chrift Je- 
ſus : but, is ſuch a receiving of Chriſt for 
our Savioor and Lord, as ſubjects the ſoul 
to His government; gives Him the rule in 
the heart; and leads on obedience to His 
laws, in the cus of the life : it is deſcri- 
bed to be ſach & flick, as puriſies the heart, 
and evorketh by "tour ; us I have already 
ſtewn *; 4t is the principle of a Holy and 
Divine life. Gal. ii. 20. % live, the 
<<. Apoftle, by the Faith of the Sen of oy 
and Hab. x. 38. „ The juſt fall ve by 
„Faith: and 2 Cor. v. 7. we walk by 
Faith.“ Our bleſſed Saviour's gracious in- 


vitation, Matt. xi. 28, 29. is, * Come un- 


<« to me all ye that labour and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you reſt; / take my 
« y-at upon you and learn of me, for I am 
« meek, and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall 
« find rg unto your ſouls.“ And Jo. xv: 
15. He repreſetts it as the genuine proof 
dee pay. 66. 5 „ 
mY Vine, 


is a meer fruitleſs ſerrow and regret; tho“, 
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Vine, by a true and lively Faith; that we 
bring forth much fruit; i. e. do much good. 
Nov; if that Repentance and Faith in 
Chriſt, to which the promiſes of Salvation 
are made, are plainly deſcribed to be ſuch 
as actually are the real beginnings of a Holy 
and good life; can ſuch deſcriptions poſſibly 
agree to any Repentance and Faith a dying 
ſinner can have in the cloſe of a bad life? 
whoſe Repentance, perhaps, amounts to no 
more than a cold, or, at moſt, a warm and 
paſſionate, ' God have mercy upon me; at beſt, 
perhaps, rendered more paſſionate, ;by! his 
preſent ſtrong terror, and fearful looking for 
of judgment : whole Faith, like that of 
vils, is a meer aſſent to Divine truths with 
trembling; or, perhaps, ſo cold an aſſent as 
not even te be attended with trembling; or 
ſuch a confident reliance on the mercy of 
God, or merits of Chriſt, as may more juſt- 


2 ly be called preſumption! In fine; in the 


5th place: When once men, by. ſin- 
cere Repentance and unfeigned Faith, are 
engaged in a Chriſtian courſe; the conſtant 
ſtrain of the exhortations of the Apoſtles to 
them is not only to per/evere, but to improve 
in Holineſs. The calls to Repent and Be- 
lieve are conſtantly addreſſed, in the Goſpel, 
to thoſe who were not yet converted to 
Chriſtianity, nor had taken on the Chriſſian 
Profeſſion: but to Chriſtians, the exhorta- 
| tions 


penſib ty of nd good Li 
not, to Believe in Chriſt; but to walk in 


. SN 
tibns run perpetually on walking in newneſs 
of life, and wwrking out their own ſalvation - 
the Epiſtles to Chriſtians, who had already 
Repented and Believed, are full of the moſt 
preſſing Erhortations to, all virtue, and poſi- 
tive improvement in every thing praiſe- 
worthy ;. n the indiſ- 

. oly and good Life: 


1 ®Þ 


e neceſity of a 
Him, as they had received Him: not, to Re- 
pent; but to make progreſs in Holineſs, and 
go on to perfection not only; to be fledfa/?. 
and unmveable ; but altbays abounding in the 
work of the Lord; as knowing that, in this 
way and courſe, their labour is not in vain in 
{on neo; nn 
Put all that has been ſaid upon this Head 
together: and it will be abundantly evident; 
«© that there is no ane Promiſe, in the whole 
<< word of God, that gives the leaſt encou- 
ce ragement to the hopes of thoſe who go o 
in' a. ſinful courſe to the cloſe of their 
<< lives: and that the Promiſes of Salvation 
<« made to Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, 
afford no manner of exception to this Aſ- 
« ſertion; nor do, in the leaſt, derugate 
e from the Abſolute Neceſſity er a el 
«« Life to the Happineſs of Heaven.” It is, 
certainly,” ce thing to ſay, to men in life, 
4 7 notu, aid turn to God through 
« Jeſus Chriſt; and He Will afford you both 
opportunity and Grace to work out your 
IM H “ dalva- 
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<« Salvation; and, by a courſe of Holineſs, 
you ſhall come to Heaven at laſt: and 
quite another thing to ſay, to a 425 Sinner, 
<<Repent and Believe in Chriſt, and you 
« thall go direliq to Aeaven;” or, to ſay to 
any man, if you Repent and Believe at 
<< any time, it ſhall avail to your Salvation; 
7 even tho it be ſo e 
* opportunity to zune aut that Salvation. ] 
„ e ths e oe e e 
by the firf# ais of the moſt ſincere. Faith 
« and Repentance.” Neither of the two 
laſt can I find ſaid in the whole Goſpel. 

But, perhaps it may be aſked here; 
< what, then, if a ſincere. Penitent add Be- 
< lever dier immediately ? ſhall he not-go. 
ce to Heaven ] or, ſhall : any be Damned, 
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«who ſincerely Repent and Believe, on 
« ritt?“ But, it is plain there, can be 
nothing ſtraitening in this ſuppoſed Diffi- 
; if there is no ground to reckon. that 
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1 75 1 | 
ve may y clearly conclude ; that al Wh Re- 
pent Tis Believe untoSalvation, do it ſo early; 
that, by the care of Divine Providence, they 
have reg eg, 1 0 5 them for im- 

roving and carryi orward the Feb work 
thus begun; , os 0 ay 8 poet 1 o the 
deere tenor and Deſign of” Got, 
ſaved ede hog And, it is only on this 
ſooting. that the truth of the common ſay- 
ing cad be maintained ; that, true Reper:- 
ance tis never tod late ; namely, becauſe it is 
always gary: from whence: it plaihfy fol- 
lows; that, lere RR” re, Hot only. fei- 
dom, but neue | 
"Bax, ſill hay de e 4 dat ougn 
there? are no Promites' 'of vation, to the 
te Repentance of one who goes on in a 
finful cburſe 70 the falt; hor'thar' are con- 
. 5 the 85 a Holy 2 order 
e eſs 0 aven; t there are 
75 22257 10 185 ontrary: of, A there 
is One Tnftante,' 97116 a Unner accepted at laſt, 
am admitted to the Happineſs of Heaven, 
upon x Rep ent ce in his dying moments ; 5 
who" had al his tife, till then, gone bn'in' a 
viciqus and profligate courſe: and what has 
been, "may be a gain. In oppoſition to this 


| allegation, 1 undertake to make good; in 


the 
Sixth 1 place: That there is no ent 1. 
, ages; gre es in Scripture, of that Re- 
1 pentance W ef God, or avail- 
te ing 


136.0 
„ ing to an entrance into the Heavenly 
+ ©<_ blfs, which was deferred to the laſt; or, | 
<« had its beginning only! in the cloſe of, A 
k bad Life,” is | 
To many, I: am {eofible, it will - a 
"uy great aradox, to aſſert; that there js 
not one Inſtance, to be depend N upon, of 
any 9 Teng. accepted od, or re- 
oeived into t pineſs of Heaven, upon a 
Repentance Be to the aft ee 
to the common opinion, and in the judg- 
ment men make in Charity (as they 8 
concerning perſons, when they are dead, 
who have gone on all their life in a vicious 
courſe, there are aigreat many ae nhances: 
and were the aceounts we have oſt ae 
delivered to us, with the Gone uſions d rawn 
. from them, .to. be depended nz. reh 
be induced to think, that the Heavenly man- 
"To were hardly more filled with any ſett 
of men, 1 an with thoſe abandoned wretches 
who, after going on all their lives in a looſe 
and flagitious courſe, are at laſt brought, by 
. their flagrant crimes, to a violent and igno- 
miniqus death! that the Heavenly City was 
greatly made up of ſuch, as are unfit for, and 
_ unworthy: of, any Society upon Earth | But, 
it is not tradiri nary Inſtances, which we, 
or others, may form, by our good e 
e that we 22 to > ruled: 3 by, 
take encouragement, from; but only s . 
[tural Os me Daus the warrant of 


Divine 


* 
: — 


Negati de, it is p 


= 
Divine Authority io ſupport them. I would 
not be raſh or'forward; to check or reftrain - 
our having as- god opinions. and hopes con- 
cerning our neighbours, when they are gone, 
as we can entertain, in 4 conſiſteney with 
the plain declarations of God's Word and 
Goſpel : but I muſt pbſerve; that the main 
Uſe of the eereiſe of our Charity, in en- 


tertaining a good Opinion of our neighbours, 


is towards thoſe wit whom we le and 
converſe; and as for the Dead, with whom 
e „ have no further ge; 6 there 
is no Neceeſſity of our paſſing: nt 
concerning — o Aar i if us 
notz 8 to the Rules and Denuncia- 
tions of Scripture; pronounce favourably con- 
3 them, we may let them alone, and 
leave them to the J of- God : and, 


being too forward to expreſs good hopes 


eoneerning ibem, oft times proves very per- 


nieidus to che ing; by hardening them in 
their evil ways; and hindering one of the 


beſt and: moſt rieceſlary-offlices of Charity 


towards them, our uſing dhe moſt faithful 
endeavours to reſcue them out of * molt 


| an erous fnare. 


ow, this aſſertion, cc that thete is 10 
inſtance, im Seripture, of a ſinner ad- 


4 mitted to Heaven, upon a Repentance not 
begun till his laſt” moments; being a. 
incumbent upon thoſe: 
* che Ay to bring forth. 


'W'H their 
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their inſtances, and to cfupport; them; and 
* the Negative admits gf ino other proof, than 
buy examining any Inſtances that may be ad- 
duced, and ſhowing. that they are not to the 
purpoſe ſor which they. are brought: if this 
be clearly done, the point undettaken muſt 
be reckoned ſufſjciently proved. 
There is but one Inſtahce, that can be pre- 
tended to be brought from Seripture, of a 
<< ſinner ſaved a laſt, and upon a Repent- 
R? ance. never begun till his dying mo- 
ments.“ For, whatever may be alleged 
from the Paſſage in at. xx. 1.16. that paſ- 
ſage is plainly: a, Parable, and is nat related 
as matter of fact. à Parable, concerning 
wed it we af ker. being e A 
refers to the calling of particular perſons. to 
Repentance, at Gren periods of their 
lives; but it, more probably, relates to the 
Calling of the Gentiles into the Church ef 
God, in the latter age of. the world; and of 
ſeveral nations, * of time, 
to equab privileges and advantages with the 
Jews, the ancient people of God: and, even 
ſuppoſimg it did relate ta the Calling of par- 
ticular perſons, at different times of their 
lives, to the ſervice of God; it gives en- 
- couragement only to thoſe; who comply with 
the ſirſi Call given them: and, with this one 

obſervation, borrowed; from an excellent 

writer upon this Argument, I may diſmiſs 

. the conſideration of thi FINS: Water 
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Py [79] 
taken in the view, laſtr mentioned, it is fo 


late and; long [deferred Repentance ; that it 
ſnows nothing more ſtrongly, than the ne · 
Repent, and of diligence in ithe ſervice of 
God throughout the Whole remainder of life 
afterwards: the Perſons lateſt called are chid, 
indeed, for Aanding, all chu day idle; hut not 
in the vinerard, che Chu ch; but in the 
market-place, . which repreſents the ſtate of 
- thoſe, who are. without the Church and not 
yet called by the Goſpel; ſor they; are: re- 
preſented as having it to plead, that no man 
had hired. them; but immadiately upon being 
called they comply, and are no more idle, but 
diligent in the ſervice of the vineyard: the 
Parable repreſents noxe as refuſing to go into 
the vineyard, when they were hired, or 
ecting to labour in it aſtet warde; and at 
aſt; rewarded, meerly for their, /orrow at 
night for the wilful neglects of the whale 
day: and, therefore, affords not the leaſt en- 
cCouragement for the vain imagination, that 
the late ſorrow. (falfely called Repentance) of 


” 


a Profeſſed Chriſtian, who has been an habi- 
tual ſinner throughout the whole courſe gf 
his life, will: avail. to his being an object of 
Reg our of God, and an heir of Heayen, 
E dt bal 39. 10t 
_ 1+ The, only inſiance, then, that can he pre- 
tended to be brought, from, Scripture, pt. a - 


perſon, 


far from giving the.lealt enoouragement to a 
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perſon, who had all his life gone on in a 
vicious eourſe, being ſuxed at Jaft, and upon 


S nat begun till his laſt mo- 
2 that of the Hint Thief, who was 

with our Bleffed Baviout: ſo that, 
If chis is plainly hown to be 1 in fangt of 


„ thatinature, ae careleſs and ſecure ſinnet 


mult be deprived of the' only reſource he may 
Hithe#to have 1 remained to hint, in 
the whole Word ef God; to encourage his 


deferring?] his e to the laſt, and yet 
entertaining | of * and Salvation. 
For my own part, I frankly deelare; 


that when, lying aſide reviews Care- 
fully ae conſider that whole nar- 
rative, as it rv, inthe Goſpelss Tcan ſee 


10 little ſhadow of foundation for: under- 


ſtanding it as an account of an “ habitual 
s ſumer accepted and ſaved, upon a Re- 
„ .pentance never begun till his laſt mo- 
* ments ;” that' it has -ofitn been matter of 
wonder to me, how ſtich 4 view of it his 
ever been firſt taken dp; | and--not only 
greedily'wallowed by the careleſs finner, in 
order to the ſoothin of himſelf in his vain 
hopes; but alſo alldWed; by Tome; who (aver 
— the moſt TRE concern to 

ſuch a pernicious abuſe of it. 
ell EY muſt be owned; dan, oven ee 
that we had here ane inſtance of an habitual: 
ſinner accepted at laſt, upon a Repentance 


in his Nos moments, who wen complied. 


101 20 . | with 


— 


L.] 


with the fir/t call to repent ; there is a vaſt 
difference betwixt ſuch a caſe, and the ca/e 
of a Repentance deliberately and preſumptu- 


| ouſly dferreũ till then: and ſtill there remairs 
enough to be ſaid, and has been juſtly ufged 


by thoſe worthy: Divines who have mace 


that copceflian, to ſhew the unſpeakable dan- 


ger of am other ſinners taking, encourage- | 


ment from this fingular inſfance, or thinking 


to draw it into a precedent; But theſe things 
I ſhall not repeat; as to me there appears no 


occaſion: them. | 2 woitghs © i190; -** 
For 1 cannot help thinking, that who- 


ever, without prejudice, impartially. conſi- 


ders this Narrative, as z fands, will find xo | 


one _circumſtance-in, it, that gives the leaſt 
foundation to take it for an account of the 
ft repentance of an hitherto hardened ſin- 
ner; and this muſt, in reaſon, be reckoned 


ſufficient, to ſhew, that we have here before 
us u ſuch inſlance as is alledged: it is not to 
be expected, nor is it neceſſary, that we 
ſhould bring a direct prof of the negatiup, 
« that this perſon had zet been, in the for 


mer courſe of his life, an habitual ſinner; 
or, that the account we have here is not of 
the firſt beginning of his repentance: 
for, if the account here given does not at 
all, far leſs plainly and expreſly, ſo repreſent 
the matter; it is evident, that we have here 


no ſcriptural inſſance < of an habitual ſinnor 


« ance.” 


laved at laſt, upon ſuch a late Repent- 


"<<: by-his crimes he was brought to aviolent 


_ <<. inſolence, ac owledging the 


[ 2 
* anee. Had it been intended to gire Us 
here ene inſtance of this fort ; it had been 
natural to have related the hiftory in fome 
ſuel manner as this, that „this mari had 
n been # perſon of «looſe and Wbandohed 
ae character; afid had led a vicibus life, till 


c. and ignominious death; that he continu- 
: < od hardened in ſin to His" Taſk moments; 
' * arid chien, without any other Re entznce 
chan rebeking his erage ye os 
TE of His 
er ſentence, ant the znnocetic . 4— = 
— Mou (fore other are her ned) 

ne hen 
"66: oe Into thy Haro Tt 15 plain 
the fact is not fo related - nor is chere aby 
ching in the whole acc ccoript before vs, to lead 
us to think tht this was the fact. Pray let 
us take a plain view of the whole narrative, 
as ir may be fairly repreſented in other words, 
than theſe to wich the tyranny of cuſtom 
has aſſfixed ſo ſtrange a conſfruction: it 


ſtands thus: among other chmee 


f ignominy, which our bleſſed Lord ſub- 
emitted to and endured,” when, for our 


ce ſakes; He humble Hine, to the Death of 


e the Croſs, this was one; that He was num- 
-& bred with the tranfereſſirs ; and Ko dif- 
er tin ſhed by ſupertor diſgrace, being cru. 
. eitel 'berwixt two thieves: the one of 
"1 Ubeſe: Was ſo hardened a ſinner, that, Jad 
3 Cc mi 


M MP OS I” 


„ 

<. midſt the pain ominy 1 
60 ri juſlly e Kal. ain eſt view 
Fe of — * he joined with 1 Lale multi- 

« tude and their leaders. in reviling our bleſ-. 


« ſed Saviour: the gther, upon this inſq- 
5 ſolence, in a, ane abs bus manner, 


1 reaſon e. ſebuke; 


0 75g e i 1 | ; 
& tun pete our. = ackno ae 


e Him as Lord, an 4 go the, 
- AIRY renentere Joni when he | 
<< come f of that Kang wo 15 


& which Hs the poliiinn. His tide: 
<« our. bleſſed Lord. gr Wel g n — 
<« that he ſhould rx 27 5 be with Hin in 
% e 

Now, what is there, i in. all d 
to lead us to conclude, that this perſon had 
been an habitual finer in the former, courſe 
of his life, befare he committed: that FRG 
for which he was condemned; or that, fince | 
his committing it, he had never repented_ 2: 
zow ? It is not, ſure, his giving ſo juſt a 
rebuke to his fellow-ſuffi ufferer, for os {A 55 
impiety ! nor 12 iving ſuch an honeſt: tf 
tummy. to the innacency o f aur Saviour . 
nor his making ſuch an honourable acknow-. 
ledgment of Him, in the very view of all the. 
ignominy of His croſs ; and making..ſuch. 
an a petitien to Him! none of | "theſes, 
it 


L841 


it is hoped, will be reckoned among the 


proper ſymptoms and marks of an hitherto 
hardened offender © is it, then, that he ac- 
knowledges the juſtice of his ſentence; and 
owns that he, -and his fellow-criminal, in 
ſaffering as they — did, ' received. the dus 
rar bf then deeds s But, is ſuch an ac- 
knowlegement, i in reality, a certain mark of 
a finner hitherto hardened in vice, and 
who had never relented till that moment? 
He is, indeed, ſaid to have 'been a Thief; 
and to have been guflty of an-inftance of 
Theft; by his 'own acknowlegeme nt, deferv- 
ing the gallows (to ſpeak in our Sur Bike) 3 but, 
he may have been guilty of no more than one 
inſtance of that fort, for any thing _ is 


ſaid of him: will, now, one in nce of 


crime deſerving a violent death prove a man 
to have been, in the former courſe of his 
life, an habitual ſinner; and never to have 
repented, till he is actually brought to his 
execution? Need T rake into the aſhes of the 


dead, and bring upon the field the names of 


eminent Saints, who are ſet before us as Pat- 
terns with regard to the main of their con- 
duct; who, yet, were ſo far left of God 
(for cher own tryal and humiliation, and for 
our Warning) as to . cm of particulur 
in lances of - crimes much worſe, and of a 
more complicated nature, than any thing 
that appears,' in the ſcripture- narrative, to 
be laid to the charge of this poor _ 
4 > C 


„ a na a „ „ „% . e 
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[8s] 
Such inſtances are ſufficiently known ; and 
are to be. remembeved as awful warnings, 
let him that ftandeth take heed teſt he fall, 
nut it may be alledged, that the Evan- 
geliſts ( Matt. xxvii. 44. and Mar. xv. 32.) 
repreſent this man as joining, at firit, with 
his fellow criminal, in reviling our bleſſed 
Lord; though afterwards, it would ſeem, 
he relented : and will not this be owned to 
be a mark of a hardened finner ? this, indeed, 
would look very bad, was it p/ain that the 
expreſſions of the Evangeliſts were to be ſo 
underſtood : but this is far from being the 
caſe. It is an obvious and juſt rule, for un- 
derſtanding the paſſages of the Goſpel-hiſtory 
recorded by the Evangeliſts; that, when 
« two, or three, of them relate the ſame 
& ſtory, but one more particularly and diſ- 
“ tinctly than the others; the full account 
of it is to be taken from that Evangeliſt 
* who relates it the moſt particularly and 
e diſtinly.” Now the very ſame ſtory, 
which the two Evangeliſts mention in one 
ſentence (Matthew ſaying, The thieves 
« alſo, who were crucihed with him, caſt 
« the ſame in his teeth; and Murg. 
They that werte crucified with him reviled 
„ him Luke xxiii. 39. relates more par- 
ticularly and diſtinctly thus; One of the 
<< malefactorsrailed on Him, c. — but 
<< the ther rebuked him, c. Nor do the 
general expreſſions in Mattheto and ark, 
1419 1 oblige 


6 

oblige us to think, that the intire ſact was 
any other, than as Lutte diſtinctly repreſents 
it: for it does not appear to be their deſign 
to ſet forth the number, but the character, of 
the perſons who thus inſulted our Saviour, 
amidſt his laſt ſufferings; that he was baſe- 
ly inſulted by perſons of all characters, not 
excepting even ſuch as were crucified with 
Him, and fuffered juſtly while He fuffered 
innocently, one of whom likewiſe upbraided 
Him, but 'was juſtly reproved by the other, 
as the Evangeliſt Lie particularly relates. 
And it is obſerved to be no unuſual thing, 
in the ſtile of the Evangeliſt Matthew, whom 
Mark, ſor the moſt part, follows and abridges, 
that when two perſons are joined together, 
and one of them fpeaks as in the name of 
both, what he ſays is ſaid to be ſpoken by 
theſe perſons; as we ſometimes expres it, 
they ſpoke ſo among them.” <<] 

So that, from a fair and impartial view of 
this whole Narrative, WET” TRA 
1. Tt does, by no means, plainly appear 
that this Penitent had ever been an habit. al 
ſinner, for any conſiderable time, in the for- 
mer courſe of his life: there is not one bad 
thing ſaid of him, in all the account we have 
in Scripture concerning him, but that he was 
guilty of an act of Theft, which, by his own 
confeſſion, deferved a Capital puniſhment : 
and he may have been guilty but of one act 
of that kind, for any thing that is 8 

bt: inſinu- 


[87 ] 
inſinuated of him, to the contrary ; though» 
ſpeaking of himſelf and his fellow-criminal 
together, he ſays, & they received the reward 
ede deeds;” expreſſions which it is 
moſt hatural to underſtand of the particular 
crimes for which each of them were con- 
demned : this alone cannot be reckoned 
enough to prove, that he had been an ha- 
bitual ſinner in his former life: he might, 
for all that, have been an early Saint, and a 
very good man in the main; and have led a 
very good life in his former days, for the 
moſt part: he may, for any thing we are 
told, have been ſurprized, through weak - 
neſs, or tempted by want, to the crime be 
committed; and have met with his juſt con 
demnation for the ficſt, and the anh.inflagce 
of it he had been guilty of. | 


* 


Mad eit 
2. Even though it plainly appeared, that 


he had been an habitual ſinner in his former 
life; and had run into the Capital crime for 
which he was condemned, as the reſult of 


a preceding looſe and abandoned courſe; yet 


we have no ground given us to determine, 
that the application he here makes to our 
bleſſed Lord was the fir/t beginning of his 
Repentance; but may, as well, ſuppoſe, that 
he had begun it long before; ſo as, by this 
time, to have arrived at a great height of 
piety and goodneſs: it may, for any thing 
we are told, have been a long e he 
was guilty of the crime, before he ane 
&; . or 


1 
for it; during all which time, he may have 
been going on in a courſe of fincere Re- 
pentance and thorough Amendment: and, 
if it 2zay be fo, for any thing we are here 
told; then it is plain, we have no ground 
here given us to reckon it was otherways ; 
and what other ground can we have for it? 
if the $c#ipture neither ſays nor hints, either, 
that this man had been an habitual ſinner in 
his ſormer life; nor, that this was the firſt 
of his Repentance; then, it is plain, we 
have here no Scripture- inſtance given us © of 
a perſon, who had gone on all his life in a 
ce ſinful courſe, ſaved at laſt upon a late Re- 
« pentance: and, if we will take the li- 
berty to ſupply,” or add to, any paſſage of 
Scripture, from our own fancies, or tradi- 
tionary prejudices; we may eaſily, that way, 
wre/t, to our own deflruttion, any paſſages of 
Scripture whatſoever, even the plaineſt and 
moſt zafy to be under aod. But, tho this might 
ſuffice to the purpoſe J am upon; and tho 
adducing a direct prof of a Negative is a 
taſ no man can be fairly obliged to under- 


take; and; in moſt caſes, impoſſible to be 


performed; yet, in the cafe before us, we 
may further obſerve, * £ - 
3. That, even in this ſhort narrative here 
given us of the character of this Penitent, 
and of his behaviour in his laſt moments, 
there are not wanting ſome poſitive marks of 
ſuch a ſtrength of vittue, as it is not natural 
ks EE to 


- 


— 


I. 
to expect in a Ne Convert, who had been, 
till that moment, a hardened ſinner: fo that, 
d not only have we no hint here given us, from 
4 which we might juſtly conclude, that he had 
d been ſuch a one; but we have ſome poſitiue 
evidences, from which we may, at leaſt with 
great probability, conclude the contrary. It 
has been often ſaĩid, oy: e Ang Jen 
« rhe fir/t opportunity of acknowledging Jeſus 
. as 32524 he I ſee no * 
this fact: but, if he did ſo, it was no more 
than holy Simeon had done be fore him; and 
his doing it, in the manner he did, when 
that Meſſiab was in ſo lia a condition too, is 
enough to-ſhow, that he was far from being 
a Novice in Religion; but had attained a 
high pitch of freedom from thoſe Vices and 
prejudices which oppoſe the Light. We can 
obſerve nothing, in the whole of his beha- 
viour, like the contrition, forrow or fears, of 
a man conſcious to himſelf that, hitherto, he 
had been going on in a ſinful courſe; and 
-pierced with the conviction that, to this mo- 
ment, he was in a moſt dangerous ſtate; 
but, rather, like the confidence of an improved 
ſaint, of a man conſcious to himfelf that he 
was in a goed ſtate, had been early con- 
verted, and had brought forth fruits meet for 
Repentance long ago: here's no coming trem- 
bling, with the Faylor, and aſking, what ſhall 
Ido to be ſaved; no down-caft looks, with 
the Publicun, who = dar ing to in up his 
8 3 9e 


„ 
eyes e Heauen, ſinote on bis Breuſt, and 
cryed Gd be merciful ta me a ſimer but, in- 
ſtead of all this, fuch a confident, tho humble 
and honourable, application to Chriſt as this, 
Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt into thy 
Kingam And, in this honourable ac- 
knowledgment, and humble application to 
our bleſſed Redeemer, amidſt the loweſt cir- 

cumſtances of the ignominy of His Crofs, 
be diſcovers ſuch an uncommon ſtrength of 
Faith, and of Virtus and Courage added 10 
that Faith, as it is by no means natural to 
ſuppoſe, a man who had hitherto been har- 
dened in ſin and impenitency would arrive 
at, all at once : he not only Believes in Jeſus, 
but has the courage to make an Open De- 
claration of his Faith in Him, as Lord and 
King; of a kingdom not of this World; in 
which he ſhould reckon it his happineſs to 
be remembered, even after his death: and all 
this he does not only when he could have no 
manner of external encouragement to it; 
but alſo while all outward circumſtances, 
and the temper and behaviour of all about 
him, tended ſtrongly to diſcourage him from 
it: our bleſſed Saviour was now lifted up 
upon a Croſs; diſtinguiſhed by ignominy 
and diſgrace; delivered up to the rage and 
contempt of the people; mocked by the 
Gentiles, and deſpiſed by the Jews; one of 
his own Diſciples had baſely betraped Him; 
another, whom He had highly favoured, E 
N R PE Wit 


[91] 
men and Boldneſs with the name of God, 
ſhamefully denied Him (a crime far; worſe, 
and of a more complicated nature, than any 


had farſalen him and fled : when our Saviour 
is thus brought to theſe loweſt circumſtances 
of abaſement; this man, amidſt all the in- 
dignities throw upon Him, openly acknow- 
ledges Him as Lord and King of the invi/ible 
Morld in all which he diſcovers a ſtrength 


CEE 


« feſſion of the Faith, and to have made up 
„the ubole viſible Church by himſelf! I 

this like a man hitherto hardened in wicked- 
neſs; and who had never begun to relent, 


till this moment? But, 314390 8 135301. & 161 
Enqugh has been ſaid, and perhaps 


than enough, to ſhew © that we have here 


ns inſtance. given us, of a. perſon ſaved at 
laſt, upon à Repentance begun in his 
« dying moments, who had gone, en all his 
life in a finful courſe,” And, if the care- 
leſs and, ſecure. ſinner is thus deprived of the 
only inſtance he could pretend to bring, from 
. the-whole word.of God, to ſupport his hopes 
of obtaining Mercy at laft, upon a late Re- 


- 


pentance, 


with a ſtrange mixture of Cowardigebefors 


this Penitent is charged with:) all, the reſt 
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, Happinels of Heaven; and chat this Neceſ- 


. pop di N 
1 1d den . N. b the 


L921. 
pentanee, or d regret for a whole 
ſpent in ſin; Al . flatter — 
ſelf wich ſuch v ain hopes ; ſpeedily fy 
the <vrath' bs” came, by an immediate 
compliance with the Call of the Goſpel. 
And now, methinks, I have os 
proved, chat, as there is no oe Promiſe, ſo 
there is no one * in the whole Word 
of God, of xception te the plain and 
fory hal wr in the Goſpel, of 
e Abſolute Neceſſity of a Hay Lie to the 


ſity is vorthuurt + arc reſerve br exception. I add, 
in further Confirmation of all this, if it can 
be thought-to'need any; in the 
MICS and laſt, place; 3 That — 
of our bleſſed Saviour, and His Apoſtles, in 
Calling firmers to 33 is perfectly 
agreeable'to this Plan: and is abſolutely un- 
accountable upon the fon, that there is 
any room leſt, bythe Tenor of the 
for a finner's being ſaved at laſt, upon a I 
pentance ani Faith not begun till a Dying 
hour. I mean not, now, to ſpeuk of the 
 Do#rme of our bleſſed Saviour and His 
Apoſtles cancertiing this matter; of which 
I have fully en, under the preceding 
Heads: but of ſomething, in the Condat7 of 
"their ery," 2 3 remarkable to 


eme, e Ft fr? bur cen, He 


came 


. | 
ame to call them to Repentance + and moſt 
diligent and indefatigable He was, in this 
His great work: but, how did he go about 
it? Why, by delivering His moſt important 
Inſtructions, Warnings, and Exhortations, 
to multitudes who 'flocked about Him, to 
attend upon His Miniſtry z- and akways to 
perſons in Life ; who might begin their Re- 
pentance, and enter upon aReligious courſe, 
in the reaſonable hopes of making progreſs 
in it, and bringing forth fruits meet for Re. 
pentance. But, in all the pretty full accounts 
we have of His Perſonal Miniftry, we never 
read of His dealing, for this purpoſe, with 
any perſons on a Death-bed, or in their Laſt 
moments: nor ſo much as ons inſtance that 
He, who tuent about doing grad, ever viſited 
any perſon upon a ſick- bed, but to perform 
a Miraculous Cure; for which purpoſe too, 
He ſometimes deferred coming, till theperſon 
was Dead. And, the like may be faid of 
the Miniſtry of His Apoſtles; and particu- 
larly, of that great Apoſtle, who /abaured 
more abundantly thun hey al. 

This conduct muſt, certainly, appear very 
ſtrange to many; as moſt inconſiſtent with 
their common prejudices: and, upon the 
principles of thoſe,” who think that a Death- 
bed Repentance is ever of avail to Salvation; 
it is abſolutely Unaccountable. Had this 
been the Judgment of our bleſſed Saviour, 
who was in the Boſom «f the Father, and to 
WO . whom 
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whom all things were delivered of His Father, 
had it been the Principle of His Apoſtles, 
who had the Spirit given them to lead then ¶ ch 
into all truth; that Love and Compaſſion to | 
immortal Souls, Which, in them was ſo pure 
and fervent, muſt have prompted them with 
a double Ardour and Zeal, to lay hold of Will © 
the Laſt: opportunity of reſcuing theſe pre- 
cious: Souls from Perdition, and bringing 
them back to God and to Happineſs; an op- 
portunity, too, that might. ſeem attended 
with ſpecial advantages, while eir convic- 
tions of ſin were deep, and their fears of dan- 


ger ftrobg? What could hinder the compaſſi- 
nate Phyfictan from: pouring in the bam of ll © 


the Promifes and Confſolations of the Goſpel 
into ſuch wounded Souls? What could hinder 
the Good Shepherd from attempting the reco- 
very of ſuch frayed Sheep? but the know- 
ledge that it was, then, labour in vain Nay, 
one may be apt to think, that even a con- 
viction of its being to mo purpoſe, would 
| fearce be n ſufficient reſtraint upon the cam 
paſſion of a humane Heart; was not ſuch 
fruitleſs tenderneſs towards the dying alſo 
judged of pernicious influence upon the 

T CTIFUIDUIIU 190 erty 73:13 
For my own part, the more Ithink upon 
this 325 in- the Conduct of our 
bleſſed Saviour and His Apaſtles, of the more 
Weight it appears to me in the preſent Ar- 
| gument. And, een Ne e l 
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I we lay all that has been ſaid upon it 
ogether; methinks nothing is wanting to 
the fulleſt and moſt Abundant Evidence of 
this Important Principle; „That a Holy 
« Life is abſelutely Neceſſary to the Hap- 
e pineſs of Heaven; nor are any ſaved in 
« any other woy than the way of Holineſs.” 
From hence a concluſion might naturally 
be drawn in honour of Chriſtianity ; © which 
has ſuch a direct and powerful tendency to 
reſtore the Image of God in Man; to bring 
men back to the true Perfection of their 
Nature; to produce the Joys of Conſcious 
Virtue and Integrity, and promote the Peace 
and Welfare of Human Society. But, this 
argument, of the Excellency and Divinity 
of our Holy Religion, is already fully treat- 
ed by the moſt Excellent Pens. * 


_ Upon the whole of what has been ſaid; 
how juſtly may we take up a Lamentation 
over the ſad ſtate and face of Religion in our 
day ! alas! how groſſy have many Profeſ- 
ſors of Religion degenerated from the Spirit 
of True Religion and Original Chriſtianity ; 
and ſubſtituted in its place, a fort of Reli- 
gion and Chriſtianity of their own making; 
which has no influence to mend their Hearts, 
— correct their Paſſions, or better thefr Lives? 
How -many ſatisfy themſelves with'a meer. 
Profellion 26 Reigen] kept up by a cuſto- 
mary attendance upon Ordinances of 1 
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ſhip; or, perhaps, a flaming Zeal for their C 
own particular Way, or Party? a Zeal, ſo Wl dr 
far ſrom being a Zealof good Horks; that it ¶ to 
is rather of the kind the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Wi H 
(Ja. iii. 16.) as the parent of confuſian and Will i: 
/ every evil works : There are many 4 whoſe 
Religion lies in talking about Religion; and 
even talking about things that have little, or 
nothing, to do with real Religion; in doubt - 
ful diſputations, and vain. janglings. Others 
pleaſe themſelves with a Fanciful and En- 
thuſiaſtical Religion; which, having no In- 
fluence to better their hearts and lives, can 
have no natural, or accountable Influence 
on their Happineſs: all their Religion lies 
in Extraordinary Manifeſtations of God; not 
ariſing from an attention to the diſcoveries 
He has given of Himſelf in His Works and, 
by His Word; but conveyed into the mind 
(as they imagine, or pretend) in a more 
Immediate. way: in Enthuſiaſtick Raptures 
and unintelligible; Tranſports; whereby they 
are ſometimes ſunk into Deſpondency, they 
know not for what reaſon ; at other times 
raiſed to ſtrong, Hopes and Confidence, they 
know not on what grounds: they attain-to- 
an Aſſurance of their Salvation; not flow- 
ing from comparing their Charadters and 
Lives with the marks of. an Heir of Heaven, 
plainly laid down in Scripture; but, either 
from immediate Revelation, as they fancy; 
n "EW Confi- 
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Confidence in Chrift, and what He has 
done; thqugh they never receive Him, ſo as 
t it WY to tale His yofe upon them and earn of 
of, Him. And, all the while, theſe raptureus 
1 ing reſſions, and uncommon attainments, how- 
le ever extraordinary in their nature, have not 
nd ſo much as an ordinary influence to mend 
or their hearts and lives: on the contrary, they 
t- ſwell their Price; puff them up into a vain 
rs conceit of themſelves, as diſtinguiſhed Fa- 


- vourites of Heaven; a Confidence of the 
bs extraordinary Goodneſs of their Condition ; 
1 and a ſupercilious Contempt of much better 
e Chriſtians, as below their notice or fellow- 
$ ſhip ; like thoſe of old, who ſaid, Stand by 
2 thyſe!f, come not near me, for I am holier than 


thou. Yea, nothing is more common with 
theſe Enthuſiaſts, exalted to ſuch extraordi- 
nary attainments, than to contemn the Du- 
ties of Soctal-life, as below their concern, 
and no way conducive to the working out 
of their Salvation; which /zme of them will 
tell you, is wrought out already to their 
% hand; or will be wrought out, of courſe, 
“ without their giving themſelves any trou- 
ble about the matter, if they but Believe 
and truſt ſtrongly :” they Decry the Du- 
ties of Social Life, under the name of He- 
f rality ; as if that was a name to be uſed in 
contempt ! while the perfection of Moral 
Excellency is the great Glory of God Him- 
ſelf ; and a conformity to Him in it is the 

| g | greateſt 
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greateſt Dignity of our Nature, and the very 
thing which it is the great deſign of the Me- 
diation of Chriſt to bring us back to! How 
many, in place of that true Faith which 
worketh by Love, have ſubſtituted a ſort of 
Faith which conſiſts in a meer ſpeculative 
Belief, or, perhaps, a regard to a meer firm 
e words, without knowing the meaning of 
them; or a preſumptuous and vain Confi- 
dence; a Faith, which has 10 influence on 
their Hearts and lives; which wor4eth not at 
all, unleſs it be as Charm How many, 
in place of that Repentance from dead works, 
which is the beginning of a Holy and good 
life, a Repentance not to be repented o, but 
4 _ ſhewing itſelf in bringing Forth fruits meet 
Fr repentance; have ſubſtituted a fru:tleſs, 
Regret, which works no Amendment at all; 
and which they even conſider as a thing In- 
different what time it comes, provided it be 
| betore they expire, even at the cloſe and 
concluſion of a whole life ſpent in fin ! This, 
this, is One main cauſe, why many. deal in 
the matters of Religion with a flack hand. 
And, indeed, when men once come to look 
upon Religion as a thing quite ab/tra# from 
the conduct of life, and having no natural in- 
fluence to improve us and make us meet for 
true happineſs ; but only ſame how made ne- 
ceflary to the happineſs of the other world; 
if they imagine it a thing only neceſſary 
againſt they come to die, and for ſecuring the 
| | 1 te " Happt- 


. 


[ 99 ] 


' 


Happineſs of a Future life; but no way be- | 


longing to the Conduct or Comfort of this 


life, or our gradual Improvement in a Re- 


liſh for the beſt Enjoyments; no wonder 
they put off a/ concern abour it to that time, 
againſt which alone they apprehend it to be 
neceſſary. O that God, who alone can ef- 
fectually reach the Hearts of all men, would 
awaken deluded ſinners out of this thought - 
teſs ſecurity; and reſcue them from ſuch a 
dangerous ſnare | | #7 63 
Of a piece with the reſt of the groſs pra- 
-Qical Errors of many concerning Religion, 
is the Uſe they make of the Miniſtrations of 
thoſe who are the Miniſters of it. How 


many never knew any Uſe of a Miniſter of . 
the Goſpel all their days; but that he ſhould © 


mount his Pulpit at the ſtated times, and 
perform the uſual Exerciſes there; and they 


ſhould gather about him, and give their ſuit, 
and preſence; but without attending to any 
thing he ſays, either in Praying or Preach- 
ing, or minding it as of any great Import- 


"ance to them? they had no -»/e for his Aſ- 
ſiſtance all their Life, to Inſtruct them, or 
excite them to their Duty, to Correct their 


miſtakes, or direct them to Amend their ; 


faults; or, in a word, to do them any rel 
ſervice. But—is a New-born Child weak ? 
does mercy (ever to be preferred to /a:rifice ) 


forbid bringing it to the Publick ? why, 


then a Miniſter muſt be got, in all haſte,” to 
OY 2 per erm 
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perform a certain Ceremony upon. it, which 
they call Chri//ening it: what it means, they 
know not; but the thing-mu/ft be done, not 


for the Inſtfuction of the Parents, but to 


. o 
- * x 


Save the Infant from Hell! „ and what a 
« eruel man muſt he be, who will grudge 
« his travel for ſuch a purpoſe, when a few 
« words of his mouth and met ont of his hand 
« will do the buſineſs?” Strange, that ever 
men, under the advantages of the Light of 
the Goſpel, ſhould have ſunk into ſuch No- 
tions of God and Religion! Again; how 
many, who never knew one reaſonable Uſe 
of a Miniſter's aſſiſtance 4“ their days, nay, 
have often treated a his Warnings e 

from the wrath to come with the moſt harden- 
ed Contempt; yet, when Death ſtares him 
in the Face (or, when the like carnal and 
careleſs friends about them apprehend them 
io be at the /a/{ gaſp) they think they are 
guite ruined, if they have not a Miniſter. by 
them in their Ja moments; but perfectly 
ſafe, if they have His Prayers over them 
when they are juf? expiring and therefore, 
then (and, for ſaving need.e/s trouble, not till 
then) muſt a Miniſter be called, in all haſte / 
and for what purpoſe ? to inſtru them, or 


awaken them; to direct, or adviſe. them? 
no; they are.evidently paſt all that: for what 
purpoſe then? why, to Comfort them: but, 


alas ! what Comfort can we give to a dying 
Sinner, in his laſt moments; unleſs we will 
f * 
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venture-to'/þcat peace, where God has ſpoke _ 
none; and (end a poor creature afſeep and 
ſecure, or with peace and ſafety in his mouth, 
to a terrible awakening ? not to ſay, that he 
is then even paſt receiving Conſolation from 
us, if we had any to give him: for what, 
then, are we called? why, to pray over him, 
or, as many very groſly expreſs it, to pray 
to him what is this, but turning our Mi- 
niſtrations and Prayers into Charms to ſeek 
them with as much ſuperitition,. and to as 
little reaſonable purpoſe, as the poor deluded 
Papiſts ſeek Extreme-Un#1:n! as if we car- 
ried a Paſ5-port to Heaven in our Pockets ; 
or could open its Gates to a dying inner by 
our Breath 

Nay, were Miniſters even called ſooner, 
4 they commonly are, to ſinners on a 
death- bed; it would not much mend the mat- 
ter. I have already ſhewn, “ that the great . 
Call of the Goſpel to Repent and Believe 
in Chrift, with the encouraging Promiſe 
<« of Salvation enforcing it, are conſtantly 
d addrefled, by inſpired Preachers, to men 
„ in hfe; and never, in the whole Word 
of God, to dying men and, that our bleſ- 
& ſed Saviour, and His Apoſtles, i in calling 

e Sinners to Repentance, are never repre- 
ſented as dealing with any perſons, for 
00 this purpoſe, in their dying moments': nor 
„is there any one Precept, to the Mini- 
*ſters of Religion, either under the Old 
| 22 . 2 
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Cc Teſtament or the New, to addrefs ſuch 
„ Exhortations and Promiſes to the Dying, 
more than to the Dead.“. 

Now; if there is neither Precept nor Ex- 
ample, in Scripture, for bop ing, to any Per- 
ſon on his Death-bed, epent, and ini- 
<« quity ſhall not be your r ruin 3; on; < Bus 
<« lieve on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and thou 
e ſhall be ſaved: “ the Concluſion may be 
obvious enough, however ſtrange it may ap- 
pear; that, on no warrant of Scripture, can 
ve ſay, to any dying ſinners, Repent, and 
66 Believe, and You fhall be Saved.” This may 
appear ſtrange to many; becauſe it is contrary 
to common opinions, and prejudics taken up 
without any foundation ; and not from any 
thing unreaſonable in the thing itſelf : oils 
it is a plain Concluſion, from an unqueſti 
able Obſervation of matter of Fact. We 
may, indeed ſay to them, that © to Repent 
* as they can is the beſt thing they can then 
« do; as thereby they may do ſome ſmall 
* Honour to God and His Law; and may, 
this way, give ſome charitable Warning 
<« to Surviving Friends, not to tread in their 
« Steps: nay, we may further, from the 
Nature of the thing, and the general Evi- 
dence of the Mercy of God, ſay, that © it 
« ſhall be more zolerable- for them, if they 
die Relenting, than if they die hardened in 
o ickednels : * 1 28 _ is all the length 
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we can go: there ,is- 220, Promiſe, no Hope, 
of Salvation given them by che Goſpel. 9 8 
Viſiting the Sick, ſo as to Miniſter help to 
them in their diſtreſs, is, indeed, a cam- 
man Act of Mercy, and Chriſtian Charity; 
and will come into the Account of the great 
Day *: but there is nothing in it G. | 
to; the Office of Miniſters of the Goſpel ; 
for, in all the inſtructions concerning our 
Miniſtrations (which, bleſſed be God, we 
have pretty Full and Particular, eſpecially 
in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus) there 
is not one Syllable concerning our attending 
on MAalefacters to a Gibbet; or attending on 
any perſens in their lat moments: nor any 
mention of viſiting perſons on a Sick- bed at 
4; except that Direction , plainly pecu- 
to. the Age of Miracles, of the Elders 
of the Church Pro min „ to anoint with oil 
in the naine of the Lord, in order to a mira- 
culous Cure by the Prayer of Faith. * 
If all this is plain Fact, it is very remark- 
able; as it runs quite croſs to the Opinion, 
too common among us, that the great 
<«< uſe of Miniſters to People is in their 
* dying m:ments :” for, from theſe obſerva- 
tions it. plainly follows, that, as to all this 
matter, of attending upon perſons on a 
„ ſick-bed, or in the approach of Death,” 
we are left to what the Reaſon gf the thing, 
agreeably to the general tenor of Scripture- 
uu. xxv. 36. 48. + J. v. 1416. 
210551 2 Reve- 
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1 
Revelation, may dictate; which Will ſhew 
us, that our Aſſiſtanee may be very ufeful, 
and a moſt agreeable part of our Office per- 
formed, towards dying Saints, while they are 
capable of receiving Inſtruction, or Encou- 
ragement, from us: they may, in that glo- my 
hour, ſtand in need of all the Aſſiſtance, or 
Encouragement which Miniſters or Chriſ- 
tian Friends, whoſe minds are more at eaſe, 
can give them, in wreſtling with their great 
and with their 1% Enemy; and they will call 
for our Aſſiſtance, while they can make ſe of 
it : but of what uſe our attendance on dying 
Sinners can be, eſpecially when they are-pn/? 
hearing any thing we can ſay (the ordinary 
time that we are called, in all haſte, to them) 
for my part I cannot ſee ; unleſs it be, tg 
firengthen the hands of the ſurviving wich 
that they ſhould not return from their wicked 
day by promiſing them life (H zel. xiii. 22.) 
doing what is too liable to that conſtruction; 
and what many wi / underſtand fo, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Cautiens we can give them 
againſt putting that conſtruction upon it. 
In after- times of the Chriſtian Church, 
indeed; when Chriſtianity began to be turned 
into a ſet of Forms, and Ceremenies, and 
Charms, inſtead of Living by Faith in the 
ce. gon of God; then, as Superſtition'crept 
in, and gave a notable handle to the Co- 
vetous deſigus of the Clergy, which the ching 
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noments of the Laity were found the: fitteſt 
| . feaſons 
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ſeaſons for accompliſhing ; then a great deal 


of work is made about our dealings with 


perſons on a fick-bed, or a Geath-bed : and 
part of theſe dealings came to be the turning 
ſome of the ſacred Inſtitutions of Chriſtia- 
nity, appointed for a ſolemn reception into 
the Church militant, or for the perfetting of 
living ſaints, into Charms for the benefit of 
dying finners,, or a paj/port into the Church 
triumphant; for thoſe, viz. who had money 
to leave, or their friends enough to give, to 


the Church, i. e. the Clergy; and the turn- 


ing that extraordinary Unction, appointed for 
a mean of Cure and recovery, into an crdi- 
nary Unction, of perſons whoſe recovery is 
agſpaired of, for the forgiveneſs - ſins; a 
favour only to be obtained by ſincere Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chriſt, working by 
Love and actually producing new obedience. - 
But, we know, the Myſtery of Iniguity al- 
ready wrought, (2. Thefſ. ii. 7.) even in the 
days of the Apoſtles, and very early then too: 
no wonder, then, that it wrought very ſtrong- 
ly afterwards; fo as, in proceſs. of time, to 
pervert almoſt the whole Religion of Jeſus ; 
and ſubſtitute in the place of its genuine In- 
ſtitutions, a ſyſtem of Tricks and Charms, 


contrived to fruſtrate and make void its main 


Deſign, of reſtoring and promoting true Ho- 
lineſs and goodneſs among. men. And in 
nothing is the Spirit of Popery more con- 
ſpicuous, than in thoſe wretched arts of 7 
. dteceit 
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deceit it leads ſinners to truſt to, under the 
daring attempt of impoſing upon Almighty 
God, by certain Compenſations ſubſtituted 
in place of a good Life, and that Holineſ; 
without which 1n» man fhall ſee the Lord: j 
ſometimes compenſations in money, ſometimes ill © 
in ceremonies and tricks. Take along, with ; 
theſe arts of cheating ourſelves and trifling | 
with the Great God, the turning Chriſtiani- Wi. 
ty into a Scheme of Worldly Policy; and 
you have the whole great out- lines of the 


17. 1 Spirit of Popery: which, by theſe linea- 
67 ments, plainly enough appears to be the 
| Spirit of Antichrift. | 


But, to return from this Digreſſion, if it 
may be reckoned one; from all that hath 
been ſaid upon this head, it is plain; that 
e the buſineſs of the Miniſters of Chriſt is 
% not ſo much with ching men, as is too 
| 1 „ commonly imagined.“ Our buſineſs is 
"1, chiefly with men in /ife and health: to whom, 
BH if we can happily perſuade them to be recon- 
tiled to God, we may, upon Seripture war- 
rant, promiſe time and opportunity for ca“- 
rying on the good work thus begun. 
And, O! that we could perſuade people 
to uſe our aſſiſtance in time; and to improve 
our Miniſtrations for the great and valuable 
purpoſe of them! Ol that I might now be 
fo happy, as to perſuade ſinners effectually 
to Anoio, and to mind, in this their day,” the 
things thut be ong to their peae rn 


It 
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It may perhaps be alleged, that the ten- 
dency of what I have been all along ſaying, 
is to drive people to deſpair. But, whom ? 
If even there ſhould be a miſtake, in what, 
I think, I have given the cleareſt and fulleſt 
evidence of Scripture for; * that a dying 
« ſinner is, by the tenor of the Goſpel, cut 
« off. from all hopes of Salvation, upon 
c any Repentance he can have in his laſt 
moments: the driving of dying ſinners to 
deſpair, is not ſo great a harm as it may be 
apprehended; at leaſt, it can be no lafting 
one: if God, by any ſuch extracrd nary way 
(as I think. the Goſpel excludes) has made 
them meet for the Heavenly bliſs ; certainly 
none ſhall be-excluded from it, meerly for 
having, in the Agonies of a Death - bed de- 
ſpaired of it, if he is not, in other reſpects, 
a veſſel of wrath fitted fur dęſiruction. 

But, as the tenor of- the Goſpel leaves no 
room for the expectation of ſo extraordinary 
a change then; certainly, for thoſe who have, 
all their lives, gone on ſecutely in a ſinful 
courſe, and hardened their hearts againſt all 
God's gracious Calls and encouraging invi- 
tations ; for ſuch, I ſay, to die in Deſpair, is 
better, both for themſelves and-others, than 
that they ſhould de in preſumptuous Hopes : 
far better, for multitudes of ſurviving fin- 
ners; if they are happily brought to improve, 
in time, the awful Warning! and even bet- 


ter for themſelves; as the puniſhment await- 


ing 
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ing them muſt. fall with the leſs weight, 
amidſt a fearful looking for it; than if ſudden 
deftrufton, which they cannot eſcape,” comes 
upon them, while they are, vainly, ſaying to 
themſelves. peace and ſafety. Bat, ſurely, 
nothing that I have ſaid tends to drive any of 
you to Deſpair, who are in life and health, and 
who yet hear the joyful ſaund of the Goſpel : | 
though it may be a neceſſary warning to 

thoſe who have gone long, or far, on in a 
vicious courſe; that their caſe is likely to be 

now betwixt Hope and Deſpair; as they give, 

or defer, a preſent compliance with the Cali 

of the Geſpel. But, to all of you ] can ſay, 

upon the warrant of God's word and Goſ- 

pel, if you will -zow-++ Repent, and turn 
from all your tranſgreſſions, iniquity ſhall 

not be your ruin:“ if you will 2 Be- 

lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and come 
d unto God by Him, and enter heartily 

upon a pious and good life;* you ſhall 

have your fruit unto holineſs; ſhall enjoy, 

even here, the preſent fruits of peace and 

pieaſure in all the ways of wiſdom; and your 
end ſhiall be everlaſting Lie, threugh Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: at the ſame time; if you 

refuſe to comply with this preſent Call of 
God, and trifle away the pre/ent Opportu- 
nity ; no man on Earth can aſſure you, that 
it ſhall not be yu#r af? : therefore to-day, if 
you will hear God's voice, harden not y ur 
hearts left you be irrecoverably urdencu hy 
| the 
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the 'deceitfulneſs that is in. fin; and prov 6 
God to pas; an irreverſible ſentence l 
you, that . ſhall never enter into His Hea- 
venly reft.!. 5 Behold zew- is the accepted 
6b ö now is the day of Salvation. How 
'ong wi delay and put off a work of 

ee and, at the ſame time, 
of e greateſt Importance, and Neceſfity ? 
Haye,you- not too long delayed it already 2. 
and is it not now. high time to ſet about ĩt ĩ in 
good earneſt? While you may eu make 
ſure of Eternal Life; will you; run the moſt, 
deſperate riſk. of loſing 23 It is not 4 vai 
thing, Sirs, for it is your Life :- \Your All i is. 
at ſtake; and will you ſtill, in the moſt 
trifling manner, p 2 away ? May not the 


folly and Vanity; and gow ed. YOUrieaV 
tothe conduct of deceitfi} lſi:? Can yo 
255, ſen begin a happy life? wo ſoon 

the paths of Darkneſe and n 7 and enter 


upon the ways of light and, jdn? Thoſe 
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it to be: nay, that the way to Heaven lay 
as open by a late Repentunce, as by a courſe of 
| Holineſs ; that it was as eaſy, and n 
t come at it the one way, as the rh 
what a fource of quiet and tranguill 
throughout your whole life, muſt” it be, 0 
reflect, chat your greateſt and moſt impor- 
o_ work i is not 5 to begin; but is happi- 
ne forward! What 5 pleaſure, joy-and 
700k for the prefent, in a Religious and 
virtuous courſe, do you frrecoverably loſe ; 
ſo long as you defer entering upon it; even 
though you was ever ſo fare of vg your 
fouls ut Taſt / 
It muſt certain) „ſinners, be fone violent 
riese gk. wa vw Holineſs, ſtrug- 
| RO with 771 natural Le ve of happine 
put off and delay that Re- 
poor go own to*be abſolutely 
neceſfiry to your your clcaping Future miſery, and 
. 50 to the flappineſt o the er ward - 
18% pte de are ſuch prejudices? 
Gore contmunthents ave not grievans : the 
Rivice ol fin is the” felt, and the moſt 
ee, bit the fervice ef God is 
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Cant 
you to it; were but your eyes open 
1 it! What are ell the pleaſures of 
fn (were they even as laſting, as they are 
but for a ſeaſon). compared to the tranſcen- 
dent delights and fatisfations of Piety and. 
Virtue! to the Joys and triumphs of a ſoul 
in which univerſal Love rei us, and beats 
the ſway over all other affections and pas- 
fions! a ſoul who, dwelling in Love, dwell- 
eth in God, and Gad in bim: who feels that 
delight in Love, and in the God of Love; 
that ſatisfaction in the thoughts of God, and 
in the ſenſe of His favour ; 3 that joy in up- 
rightneſs; that peace in a good onience, 
that ſatis faction and tranquillity in a wel 
overned mind, and a we 


mi 3 557 
tion; W unſpeakabl 
Battering all allurements of 1 world, a 22 


e ru gue ol, very 1 i 

e you quite loſt, o 4 ſenti- 
ments of 5 ity, Can you 
refuſe your | ex- 


college wad and Amiable 685587 Can you in- 
dulge yourſelves one moment. longer, in a 
courſe of Ingratitude to your greateſt Bene- 
factor; who, in courting your Love, courts 
you to your gon Happineſs ;. allures'you, by 
a profuſion of Benefits, even while you are 
Rebelling againſt Him ; and by the proſpect 
of far greater 9 e your preſent 

conceptions z a de you 0 
that which, in its 2 ware, 50 l Bel for 


2 your- 


\ 
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yourfelves; has the moſt direct tendency to 
your preſent tranquillity, and to the trueſt 
enjoyment of a preſent life! Have you not 
always found the pleaſures of fin mixed and 
chequered with pain and remorſe? and muft 

ou not always find them fo, while your 
nſciences are not /eared as with a hot iron ; 
and even then too, while it is the unchange- 
able nature of irregular paſſions to give Dif- 
turbance and Diſappointment? Can, then, 
thefe muddy pleafures of fin be once worthy 
to be compared with the pute Joys of Dr 
vine Love, and Friendly. Affection; the 
tranquillity and ſweetneſs of a pure breaſt ; 
and the Peace of God, which paſſeth all under- 
fanding, keeping the. heart and mind! Can 
you deliberate-one moment, in ſuch a Choice 
Mi you knew God, and had any ſenſe of 
Heavenly Joys; could you poſlibly fear hving 
Him, or ſetting your Hearts upon them, 10 
ſoon ] Reflect ſeriouſly on the folſies, diſap- 
pointments, and dangers of your paſt con- 
duct; that you may be awakened to an ear- 
neſt concern to run no more ſuch deſperate 
riſks: what fruit had ye then in thoſe things, 


wheref ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of 


thoſe things is death. ._ _ os MOLE My | 
But; let not the thought of what you 
have been, and done, drive you to Defpon- 

dency ;/ or make you Deſpair of doing bet- 
ter, or of being Accepted of God: ſay not, 
there it no Hope! Our God; is 1 


1 


— 


N 8 n 922 


„ | 
God; and His grace is ſufficient for you : there 
is Foy in Heaven over one Sinner that repent-- 
th. our compaſſionate Redeemer ill not 
break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmag bing 
flax He has declared that him who cometh to 
Him, He will in no wiſe caſt out: God js 
more ready to receive returning Sinners into 
favour, than they are to return to Him; L 
moſt ready to encourage and forward their 
weak (if ſincere] attempts to return to Him: 
behold the true Image of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, in the Father of the Prodigal, in the 
Parable, Lal. xv. obſerving him, in his re- 
turn to him, while he was yet à great way 
off, with an eye of compaſſion  runung to 
meet him] aud recaiving him with the moſt 
endearing tenderneſs ! Hear the joyful 
ſound, finners: © As I liue, ſaith the Lord: © 
„God, I have no pleaſure in the death gf 
e the wicked, but that the wicked turn from · 
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye, from 
« your evil ways; for why will ye die? 
Hearken to the glad tidings brought us hy 
the Apoſtles of our Lord and: Saviour: 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the world 
“ unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
« unto them; and bath committed unto ws 
the word of reconciliation: naw then, 
_ «. we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt ; as thaugh 
- & God did beſeech you by us; we pray you, 
in Chrift's lend, 4 he ye reconciled 'to- 
God: let the diſcoveries of this tender 
; 1 „ nV't me > ; Morey. 


mercy gain your hearts, ſinners, and [a4 : 


you to repentance : lay hold of the encou- : 
ragement offered to you: come unto God by 

rift Jeſus: co wito Chriſt ; and he will | 
give you reſt : take his yoke upon you, and learn 


of Him, and you ſhall find ref? unto your fouls : 
if the ſon make you free, you ſhall be 
free indeed: and, being free from fin, 
« and become the ſervants of God, you ſhall 
“ have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end 
<« everlaſting life; through Jeſus Chriſt our 


* Lord.” 


But, I cannot think of leaving this Ar- 
gument, without ſome proper Application 
of what has been faid upon it, to thoſe who, 
_ by a timely Repentance and Faith in God 
— through Jeſus Chriſt, have happily entered 
upon 'a Religious and virtuous life. I may 
content. myſelf, with referring you to what 
Fhave ſaid in the beginning of this treatiſe, 
concerning the improvement you may make 


of this Argument for your Comfort *: as. I 
have Ber —2 the improvement 
you are t make of it for your excitement 
to your Duty f. Reſt not, , then, ſatisfied 
with any thing you have yet attained to in 
Religion ; but be till follotoing after further 
improvements: leaving the principles of 
the Doctrine of Chriſt; let us go on unto, 
* perfection:“ not onyy be ſtedfaſt and 
% unmoveable, but always abeunding in the 
e ® See pag. . 1 See alſo pag. 28, &c. and 72. 
33 6 « work 
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ce work'of the Lord: in grace, and in 
ce the knowledge of God, and our Saviour 
« Jefus Chriſt:” conſtantly aſpire: after the 
greateſt Perfection of: Holineſs and goodneſs. 
And now, to animate and direct your efforts 
this way, I ſhall ſet before you ſome Cha- 
racters of the Improved, or (in the flile. of 
Grace) the Perfect Saint; whereby He is 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who are weak in 
Faith, Babes in'Chriſt, and unſkilful' in the 
word of righteouſneſs. They are cheſe: the 
purity of the Principle whence His obedience 
flows: the intenſeneſs and vigour of the heart, 
in the performance of Duty: | uniformity, as 
to the ſeveral Branches of Piety and Good- 
neſs : con/tancy and: ſtedfaſtneſs, in oppotition + 
to fickleneſs and wavering: continual.a/prr+ 
ing after the atmoſ perfection in Holineſs:; 
and, to crown all, a growing Humility.” 

1. The purity of the principle, whence 
His - obedience flows. | The pe the 
perfect, Saint obeys God, as the Beſt Maſter, 
not from a principle of ſauiſb ſear; or, ſor 
the ſake of Rewards foreign to the Pleaſure 
of His ſervice; but from Lou to Him and 
t His ſervice itſelf. The ſupreme Lose f 
God, for the perfectly amiable Excellencies 
of His Nature, is the prevailing diſpoſition 


of his ſoul: a Love which purſues no ether 
enjoyment, than the ſatisfaction of bhabalding 
and reſembling the beloved Object. He riſes 


the 


- 


— 


perior to all /en/ible and curthh images of 


1 [issn 
11 the Heavenly glories and joys; and enten 
Fi) 4] | 16 into direct views and fore-iaftes of the real 
enjoyments above; hebelding the Divine glo- 
15; being [atisfied with His likeneſs, and with 
the moſt full fenſe of His Fayour: this is 
the Heaven he ſeeks: the worſt Hell he 
dreads, is to be baniſhed for ever from God's 
bliſsful prefence; and therefore, he bas a 
hearty abhorrence of every departure from the 
living Gal. The Law of his God is in 
„his Heart: he rejoices in the way of His 
4 teſtimonies; as well as in the end it leads 
to: his Duty, far from being the aſe and 
burden, is the jay and camfort of his life; and 
: he would chuſe it, as fuch, though he had 
| no life; hereafter to look for, or cquld be 
ſure of coming to it a ſhorter way. Hence 
F ear afiss ben, 
2. L 7 and uigaur of his heart, 
in the performance of Duty. His Devotion 
is ſtrong and lively: his brotherly Love fer- 
vent and active. In Prayer, he pours out 
| this heart before God: he obtains an eaſe from 
his-burdens, by ca/fting them upon the Lora, 
who cares for him: he derives a cheerfulneſs 
to his ſoul, to ſet. about every duty, from 
his calling in All- mi aids: he gives the 
ſtrongeſt vent to the feelings of his generous 
Heart, : in: 2n1terceſfions for all men; recom - 
mending them to His care who can make 
ail Wlefſings abound to them. He Praiſes God, 
wich jeu Heart and Lips: the 2 


PC 


3 


of praiſe is del © to bis foul. He'rejoicerh 
in God's Mord, as one that findeth great ſpoil. 


He remembers His wonderful Love in our 
Redemption, with returns of the higheſt 
Love and Gratitude ; and the pureſt Chati- 


ty, animated by this: Divine Example. 


He 


dies good, as he has opportunity; to all men; 


and does it with the moſt hearty Los 


d-wilt* 


he is zedlons of geod works ; and has it for his 
meat and drink to do the alt of his Heavenly 


Faiber. 
3. Unifornut 
of Duty. bt Bhs a © reſpect 


Hence flows, 


as to the bell Jrancher - 
to a God's 


c commandments: he * cleanſes himfelf 
« from al filthinefs of the fleſh and fpirit's 
« perfecting Holineſs in the fear of God. He 
regularly performs' the duties of Divine Wors 
ſhip ; from a prevailing regard to the valu- 


able Purpoſe of them, his i 


vement in a 


conformity to God in that Morat excellency 
he adores. Nor does he think, he is then 
only employed 3 in the Service of God, when 
he is going about the Duties of immediate 
ip; but reckons he exerciſes Devo- 
tion, for the valuable Purpoſe of it, when, 


Wo 


from an habitual regard to God, he 
about the duties of his honeſt Calling in 


and of the ſeveral Stations and Relations iin 
which he is placed, fo as to pleaſe and re- 
ſemble Him, who exerciſes loving-tindneſs 


tec 
. Mines 


and ri 


Ge in the Earth, and delights in 
ven his Surf. are . 
d, 


22 
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Ard, in their intention; and are made ſub, 
ſervient to his more important employments, 
He is holy in all manner of converſation... 
4. He is conflant and ſtedfaſt in the way 
af goodness. He has got, in a good mea 
ute, above theſe Jemptations that former- 
ly turned Him aſide; {© that they even ceaſe 
to be temptatjons to him: he diſdains the 
low gratifications. of ſenſe, that come in 
competition Foh.cho ſuperior Joys of a good 
Heart: he deſpiſes the gains of wnrightecu/- 
% teckoning that ng grain af - inward 
v19r excels them alle he gontemns the lo- 
Tours that are of men only having his heart 
ſet upon that 'bonowr which is of God: welcome 
1 /:m.the loſſes and troubles of this life; 
when ordered for him by the Wiſdom of his 
Heavenly Father (he knows) for hit gad he 
lories even, in tribulations ; knowing that tri- 
bulation worſieth patience, and patience experi- 
ence, and ei pe rence hope, even that hope which 
maleth not bm Rom. v. 3, &c. for this 
cauſe he fainteth not; but though the autward 
man fail, the inward man is renewed day by 
dey. This is another Character of the per- 
5. He continually aſpires after the at 
er ſectim in Holineſs; his Love to the un- 
tainted perfection of Holineſs and goodneſs, 
| in the bleſſed God, animates him to aſpire 
after. the utmoſt: Reſemblance to Him: he 
ſittdies to be perfect, as his Heavorly Father 
> Fo ; * * is 


8 » 


x 
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1 * * 
5 * pfe t os that' ave * 
r reaching e fe thoſe things 28 
are before ; he preſſes rorards the F 
the * * rn ip 4; 6057 

Ack; an ; - IT% 


Ja. 
6. All is 'beautified und adorned: by x 


Vital Religion; the mere he is ſenfible of 
the exceeding breadth of God's Command- 
ment *, and of his own'' imperfection: and 
defects: the improved Saint has u ſtrenger 
ſenſe of the odionſne of thoſe fits of ine 
mity, which {till cleave to him; 
formerly had of groſſer acts of * wr: e 
as the [malleſt pots, on a clear and bright 
Mirror, do ſtrongly appear. Former expe· 
rience has thoroughly convinced him, that 
he has no foundation ef ſeturity in himſelf; 
— therefore, he enereiſeb à conſtant Hum- 
e dependance on the grace th in Chrift 
FJaſus; and whutever- 718 4e u zn Mis 
name; giving than, i Gu ad the: | 
Him. He «fly watthe over hisown 
heart ; and is eomtantiy on his guard aguinſt 
thoſe rerfilitf of irre duſar paſſions arſd ape 
tites, which he ſill finds Yhers : under 
he grant, beiig biernid; and longs 
day; when he hl at of this capt ö 
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growing Humility. The further he goes,” in 


applications 
of.ithe: dee 4 Mediator, or . oct 
| bury a theſe, 8 Ati 


120 
Redeemer; with rhe innumeralli company of 
Angels and the Spinits of juſt men made per- 
felt, to ſhare in their perfection and joy, 
and bear. a part in their Heavenly Melody. 
What an Amiable Character does this 
appear, even in the tudeſt Draught of it! 
how well worth our reaching fo. th to! and 
what j is there, in all this, but what..a;Chri- 
tian, by Divine Grace, in a, way, of faith- 
ful watchfulneſs and conſtant orts, may 
attain to? At, the ſume time, how far do 
the dul, even of ſincere Chriſtians, come 
ſhort of it? how ſenſible will the 5% of 
them be that they do ſo? but, however far 
behind, we may fallow after, Let it be 
your ſingle aim, Chriſtians, in the uſe of 
all the means e grace, to become Perfect in 
Holineſs. Do: not deſpiſe or neglect. any 
of thoſe mean which the Wiſdom of God 
has, preſcribed to Lou; nor vainly.- reckon 
Yourſelves above them: neither reſt on the 
mot diligent ance upon them; with- 
out a prevailing regard to the great End of 
them, Lour improvement in Divine Know- 
ledge: and true Goodneſs. Exerciſe a con- 
ſtant humble Faster upon the God of 
, race; ang 12 frequent and earnelt 
Him by Prayer, in the, name 


LY Yo 5 wilt 
12 — 


ar | 
ce perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt :? 


heights of Devotion and Goodneſs of a per- 


Joy, : . Ei . 

ly. feet Saint are too high for You to aſpire 
this after: do not fit down, making lazy com- 
it! plaints; or lay Yourſelves open to diſcaura- 
and ging Spies of the Heavenly Canaan; nor prove 
Wie ſuch to Yourſelves : do net meaſure the 
the power of Divine Grace, or the heights a 
120 Vigorous Saint may reach to, by the lan- 
do guid careleſneſs and inactivity of 1 
me fett Saints, if they may be allowed to be Saints 
of atalll pive not way to deſpondency ; but 
far up, and be doing, and the Lord will be 


be with You. The further You go on; the 
of more will You find, that Chriſt's yoke is eaſy 
in and his burden is light ; the more will You 


57 feel of that peace and pleaſure which is in 


od all the ways of Wiſdom - and thus will Your 
= path be as the ſhining 2 that ſhineth 
1e more and more unto the Perfect Day. 
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be not diſcouraged ; nor think that the 
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